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Why Are We Giving Away 
Famous Nationally Advertised™ 
MALIN M-15™ 
SURVIVAL KNIVES ; 
foronly $4? 


Hard to believe, but true! ms 
As part of a nationwide advertising campaign, a New York firm will give away one million 
(1,000,000) of its most expensive hunting knives—the best-selling MALIN-15™ 
SURVIVAL KNIFE—for the astonishing publicity price of only $4 each to the first 


one million persons who write to the company address (below) before Midnight, 2 
November 25, 1986. = 
This original publicity ad must accompany your + Compass 
request. Copies or photostats are not acceptable. Unscrews 
These knives are not copies. These are genuine MALIN M-15™ SURVIVAL To Reveal 
KNIVES—the same famous survival knives nationally advertised in leading Survival Kit 


media throughout America. They are the most popular (and most expen- 
sive) hunting/fishing/camping knives of their kind ever sold by this 
multi-million-dollar firm. 

A foot long and r-r-r-r-r-r-r-razor sharp! 
If you had to describe the MALIN M-15 in just one 
word, that word would have to be...big/ Each MALIN 
M-15 is a whopping 12 inches long—a foot in length!— 
yet so perfectly balanced it cuts and thrusts like an exten- 
sion of your own hand. Heft this beauty just once; you'll 
never want to put it down! 


Each MALIN M-I5 blade is crafted entirely of 420 
molecular stainless! Thick as a silver dollar at the 
spine, it’s tough enough to split wood or shatter bone. 
Yet the edge is so wickedly sharp it slices thin 
as a whisper! 


Survival Kit hidden in the hollow handle 


But that’s not all! In the pommel of each 
MALIN M-1Sisa precision ZF-360 Liquid 
Damped Compass. And when you un- 
screw the compass—there is an aston- 
ishing Survival Kit complete with 
packet of waterproof wrapped 

matches, half-a-dozen fishing 
hooks, sinkers, nylon test fishing 
line, sewing needle kit—even 
an 18-inch cable saw actually 

capable of cutting down a 
a small tree. No wonder 

this is the best-selling 


survival knife of its kind ever 
sold by this multi-million 
dollar New York firm. 


These Famous Nationally Advertised MALIN 
M-15 SURVIVAL KNIVES will not be sold at 
this price by the company in any store. There is a 
limit of two (2) per address at this price, but if your 
request is made early enough (before Nov. 17) you 
may order up to five. Each knife is covered by the 
company’s unconditional one-year money-back 
guarantee. 


To get your MALIN M-15 SURVIVAL KNIFE, mail this 
original publicity ad (no copies or photostats) together with 
you name and address and $4 for each knife. Add only $2 
shipping and handling per knife. (New York residents add sales 
tax.) Allow up to 6-8 weeks for shipment. Make check payable to 
CVP Co. Mail to: CVP MALIN M-15, Dept. 205-100, Box 
1201, Westbury, New York 11595. (V22830) 


FREE Sheath & Sharpening Stone 
if you respond before November 17 


Heavy duty sheath for your belt is 1-foot long with lanyard, 6-rivet construction, 
haft retainer, and built-in snap-pouch for sharpening stone (stone included). 


© 1986 Raffoler Lid, 1200 Shames Drive, Westbury. N Y_ 11590 
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MACHO MEN HAVE MORE FUN 


Women are not excited by men who are skel- 
etons. They like men Of form and substance. 
They like men.who look good in their clothes 
and out. They like men who look like men. If 
you are one of those who knows this and 
have been trying in vain to do something 
about it, this is your lucky day. Your search 
is ended. Your body is about to embark ona 
trip to its ideal shape and form. ShapeUp is 
here to shape you up . . . and we mean it 
sincerely. You are about to gain weight... 
and not just flab, but the right amount in the 
right places. You'll see! 


SKINNY ISN’T ATTRACTIVE 


If you don’t think so, just watch what turns 
women's heads on the beach. They get turned 
on by well-built guys. They're the ones with the 
prettiest girls. It's a rare fellow who doesn’t want 
to look good in his clothes and is happy with a 
‘skinny frame, who has not envied men who 
weighed a little more, had a better appetite and 
generally displayed a physical fitness that spoke 
of health and well-being. True, while doctors and 
nutrition specialists warn against being fat, very 
little is said about the equal or greater evils of 
being underweight. So there’s more to it than 
cosmetic aspects. Skinny is not only unattrac- 
tive. It is also unhealthful. Gaining weight could 
mean gaining health for you. 


GAIN STAMINA AND SELF- 
CONFIDENCE TOO. 


Skinny men are not great lovers. That's a 
known fact. Add a few pounds and you'll be 
amazed how it will improve your love-life. 
Women know this and are conscious of the 
fact that skinny men can’t go the distance. 
The race is to the strong, the saying goes. 
And the fellow who is handsomest doesn't 
look like a stand-in for the family skeleton. 
Many a man found that gaining a few more 
pounds has helped him overcome chronic 
illness, major or minor. Many a doctor has 
prescribed gaining weight. But so little is 
publicized about skinny men. The great 
amount of publicity given to coronary prob- 
lems has brought the bulk of weight atten- 
tion to those men who weigh too much. Men 
who weigh too little never really get equal 
time. But their problem is no less serious. 


WEIGHT 


lt wasn't easy until now! 


That's what so many men are saying after using ShapeUp, the mar- 
velous, new compound, especially formulated by nutritionists, 
sports dietitians and biochemists for the sole purpose of helping 
men to more healthful, sturdier and better developed bodies. 


GAIN WEIGHT! GAIN WOMEN! 


If you think that's justa catchy slogan, we 
hope you will do yourself a favor. Count 
how many skinny men you see in movies, 
or on TV or anywhere ... with pretty wo- 
men. Notice whom they pick for clothing models. 
See the announcers, the M.C.'s, the newsmen. 
How many men in the public eye, in politics, in 
leadership roles in business are underweight? 
Not evenastronauts are skinny guys. If you want 
to experience a change in your attitude, your 
business progress, your lifestyle, see what 5, 10, 
15 pounds can do for you. See how it adds to 
your personal esteem, your confidence and, 
best of all, your well-being. Your day will come 

. and thank your lucky stars, it's within sight 
with ShapeUp working for you. 


LOOK BETTER AND FEEL 
BETTER WHILE YOU GAIN 


In these times when women are free to express them- 
selves and pick and choose their men, you don't 
need a handicap . . . especially when it's so easy 
to put yourself in the forefront of competition. Why 
not look your best? And you will if you feel your best. 
And you'll feel your best when you gain the kind of 
nutrition that builds your body to its highest potential. 
Everyone knows that a healthy body brings a healthy 
mind and the kind of outlook that makes you want to 
kick up your heels . .. and go out and lick the world. 
Yes, with ShapeUp, you give yourself a super-lift of 
confidence, built into its wondrous formula, that’s 
compounded to perk you up and give you a winning 
attitude. 


DEER CREEK PRODUCTS, INC. Dept. No. GM62 

P.O. Box 754, Pompano Beach, Florida 33061 

Please send me the amount of ShapeUp indicated in the box to the right. If not 
satisfied, | understand you will refund my money. | am adding $1 for postage 
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STOP 
WASTING MONEY! 
Here’s a low-cost way! 


Some fellows, who've been trying hard to 
gain weight, resort to all sorts of methods to 
do so: professional exercise sessions, cost- 
ly nutritional regimens, large investments 
in health foods, time-consuming weight- 
building programs. Yet, here, at an extremely 
affordable price, you are offered a product 
so elementary, so easy-to-take, yet so effec- 
tive we offer it to you without any greater 
effort than filling out and mailing a coupon. 
You don’t even have to go to a store for it. 
And unlike any other method, product, 
means or procedure, we GUARANTEE 
ShapeUp to the point of total freedom from 
risk of any kind. 


NO GAIN! NO PAY! WE 
ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE IT! 
Your money back without any strings what- 
soever. Try ShapeUp for 30 days. It does 
as we Say or you get a full refund. 
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and handling. [|] Send me the 
1 30-Tablets size : 
; Name for $7.95 i 
! 1 
a (Send me the : 
' city State Zip 60-Tablets size ! 
for$12.75 
i |Copyright 1984 Deer Creek Products, Inc. H 


RESTLIN 


CONTENTS/FALL 1986 


6 INTRODUCTION 
Your guide to this edition of Wrestling USA 
8 USA UPDATE 
Jim Comette speaks out—again 
10 WRESTLING USA: BEHIND THE MICROPHONES 
“Editor's Notebook” rates the wrestling announcers 
12 WRESTLING USA: CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 
“Dressing Room Confidential” examines Rick Morton’s singles career 
14 WRESTLING USA: GREENSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 
“One On One”: Baby Doll vs. Tully Blanchard 
18 WRESTLING USA: MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie takes to the “Manager’s Forum” 
20 WRESTLING USA: ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA 
“On The Road” with Steve Williams—and a remarkable act of bravery 
22. WRESTLING USA: NEW ORLEANS, LOUSIANA 
“QO & A”: Steve Williams 
26 WRESTLING USA: CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
“Hotseat” interview: Stan Hansen 
30 WRESTLING USA: DALLAS, TEXAS 
“Press Conference”: Rick Rude 
32 WRESTLING USA: FT. WORTH, TEXAS 
Chris Adams—‘Being Blinded Has Opened My Eyes!” 
35 WRESTLING USA: NEW YORK, NEW YORK 
Dog Days In The WWF—And The Fans Love It! 
38 WRESTLING USA: TAMPA, FLORIDA 
The Sensatinal Lex Lugar—Wrestling’s Hottest Property 
40 WRESTLING USA: ATLANTA, GEORGIA 
The Rock ’n’ Roll Express—Number One With A Bullet 


43 FULL-COLOR SECTION—WRESTLING ACTION USA 
Cpl. Kirchner vs. Nikolai Volkoff 
® Nikita Koloff vs. Road Warrior Hawk 
@ Rick Morton vs. Ric Flair 
@ Nord The Barbarian vs. Curt Hennig 


47 WRESTLING USA: PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 
Special Analysis By Jim Cornette: - 
10 Reasons Why The Midnight Express Are Better Than The Road Wamiors 
50 WRESTLING USA: BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
Randy Savage—WWF Champion! What Would This Mean To Wrestling? 
52 WRESTLING USA: HOUSTON, TEXAS 
When Heroes Hear The Boos: The Dark Side Of The Fabulous Ones 
54 WRESTLING USA: PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 
Bruno's Back To Stay: “I'm Here To Shut Up The Loudmouths!” 
56 WRESTLING USA: DALLAS, TEXAS 
World Class Pulls Out Of The NWA—What This Means To Wrestling 
81 RATINGS ANALYSIS 
Answering reader mail 
82 OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 
The sport's most respected rankings 
84 DATELINE: USA 
Your reactions to past stories and features 


Next issue on sale October 28 


Kai 
-Laura Oechsler 


VICE PRESIDENT—MEDIA RELATIONS 
Bill Apter 


VICE PRESIDENT—ART DIRECTION 
Kenneth Morgan 


VICE PRESIDENT—EDITORIAL DIRECTION 
Stuart M, 


CIRCULATIO) 
NATIONAL DISTRIBUTOR LIASON 
Sanford D. Meyers 


EXECUTIVE SECRET: 
Donnalyn Cricchio 


INS SERVICES Di 
Natalie Carollo 


DIRECTOR PRODUCT FULFILLMENT 
Dina Meekins 


ON SERVICES ANT 
Jacqueline Novellino 


MAILING FULFILLMENT 
Arthur Esposito—Chief 
Allan Holman 
a eee eee ee See 


COVER PHOTOS 
Lugar vs. Windham by Duane Long 
Cornette & Express by Craig Peters 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express by Floyd See 
Savage vs. Hogan by David Fitzgerald 


CENTERFOLD PINUPS 
Kirchner vs. Volkoff by David Fitzgerald 
Nikita vs. Hawk by Bill Apter 
Morton vs. Flair by Craig Peters 
Nord vs. Hennig by Bill Apter 


WRESTLING USA is published quarterly 
by T.V. Sports Inc., Box 48, Rockville Cen- 
fre, NY, 11751. Single copy price: $2.50. We 
are not responsible for the loss or non-re- 
turn of unsolicited manuscripts or photo- 
graphs, which will not be returned unless 
accompanied by a selfaddressed envelope 
bearing the proper amount of postage. No 
part of this magazine may be reproduced 
without the written permission of the pub- 
lisher. All rights reserved. 


DOUBLE FEATURE | 


f 


‘| 
S 
= 


yee we t- = os eS 
ee ik a ’ oy ae 
“eS dot _ ] =a — wed we ———- 


’ MAGIA TA 
KAMALA y , 
AMAA THe 

Wannan con, ¢ 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 
LORDS OF THE RING RINGMASTERS: 
a 
The first wrestling videotape ever is a power-packed hour of action and THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 
ies yh god oscil held. ee The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from “The 
Great American Bash"'—one of 1985's best cards. More than 30,000 
Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
@Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair tling excitement. Order the tape today and reserve your ringside seat 
@Ric Flair’s victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch for the hottest ticket in wrestling. 
@ Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match : = 
@ Ric Flair regains thé NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage The Card At “The Great American Bash”: 
match at ‘“‘Starrcade '83” ®@ Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for the NWA World title 
@The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones : ®The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff & Krusher Khrushchev 
@The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds @Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 
® Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link @ Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 
®Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman's @Jimmy Valiant vs. Paul Jones 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV @Ole & Am Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 
video hit “Willie And The Hand Jive” ® Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 
@ All this, and much, much more. @Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 
Suggested List Price: $59.95 Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ 5.00 postage & handling) Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ 5.00 postage & handling) 
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Make check or money order payable and send to: Make check or money order payable and send to: 


| | 
| tv sports TV SPORTS | 
| BOX 48 LORDS OF THE RING 80 it: ae RINGMASTERS | 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! | | | ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! | 
| Please check which format you want  OVHS  (CiBeta 1 | 1 Please check which format you want OVHS CBea | 
| ease mah me —_ cope of Lords Of The Ring. ence | Please rush me ...... copies of Ringmasters: The Great American 
$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) for each 1 | 1 Bash. 1 enclose $44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & I 
| tape | am ordering. | | | handling) for each tape | am ordering. | 
| Name | | Name | 
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For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail. 
U.S. funds only. Please allow 34 weeks for delivery. 
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COAST TO COAST 


ELCOME ONCE AGAIN to an- 

other edition of Wrestling USA, 
the magazine that brings you the very 
best in professional wrestling from 
coast to coast. We’re proud to say that 
this issue is jam-packed with the very 
best from the past three months of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated, Inside Wres- 
tling, The Wrestler, Wrestling 86, and 
Sports Review Wrestling, so lets get 
right to it: 

Peter King’s “Editor’s Notebook” 
(page 10), from the June 1986 Inside 
Wrestling, offers a no-punches-pulled 
view of those men that can make or 
break a wrestling program on televi- 
sion—the sport's announcers and 
analysts. 

In his “Dressing Room Confiden- 
tial” from the August 1986 Pro Wres- 
tling Ilustrated (page 12), Stu Saks 
examines the singles training that Rick 
Morton underwent to face NWA 
World champion Ric Flair. As we've 
seen in recent months, that training 
has truly paid off. 

In the “One On One”’ published in 
the May 1986 Inside Wrestling (page 
14), Tully Blanchard and Baby Doll 


aired their differences for read, | ———— 
a ot oe ee F a et Se Rick Morton takes Ric Flair down for a superb pin attempt, but will only get a two count: 
eased ol ? euding wi Ht Morton, a tag team wrestler, underwent special training to battle Flair. To read all about it, 
(Continued on page 66) tur to “Dressing Room Confidential” on page 12. 
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THAT 


MADE A MAN 
OUT OF ‘MAC’ 


BE TOUGH! 


I MEAN REALLY (OGGH/ 


My method of DYNAMIC-TENSION gives you results 
you can feel and your friends will notice. Big, useful 
muscles. Gain pounds in weight where needed. 


Lose “pot belly.” Take a good honest look at your- 

self! Are you proud of your body — or are you satisfied 

to go through life being just “half the man” you could be? 

No matter how ashamed you are of your present physi- We 
cal condition — or how old or young you are — the 

“sleeping” muscles already present in your body can (i 
turn you into a REAL man! Believe me, I know 
— because I was once a skinny, scrawny 97-pound 
half-alive weakling! People used to laugh at my 
build and make fun of me. I was ashamed to 
strip for sports or the beach . . . shy of girls 
... afraid of healthy competition. 


HOW | CHANGED FROM A 
97 LB. WEAKLING TO A REAL MAN. 


One day, I discovered a secret that 
changed me from a timid, frightened 
scarecrow into “The World's Most 
Perfectly Developed Man” — a “magic 
formula” that can help turn you, too, 
into a marvellous physical specimen * 
...a REAL man from head to toe... 
aman who STANDS OUT in any crowd! 
What's my secret? “DYNAMIC-TENSION” — 
the natural method! No theory. No gadgets or 
contraptions. You just do as I did. Simply take the 
“sleeping” muscles already present inside your own body 
— build them up — use them every day in walking, 
bending over, reaching, even sitting! Almost before 
you know it, you're covered with a brand-new suit of 
beautiful, rock-hard SOLID MUSCLE! 

SEND FOR FULL INFORMATION AND 

7 DAY TRIAL OFFER. 

So sure am | of how fast *‘Dynamic-Tension’” 

works that I make this offer to you. Try my course 


WIN THIS 
VALUABLE 
TROPHY 


for every 


for 7 days and in even that short period of time you pupil. 
will have results that not only you can feel, but your Outline 
friends will notice, or it costs you nothing. courses in 


WRITE NOW! 
CHARLES ATLAS Dept 1J 
P.O. Box D. Madison Square Station, New York, NY 10159 


DO YOU WANT... 


A MUSCULAR 


i 


JIU JITSU» KARATE, 
BOXING » WRESTLING 

FEATS OF STRENGTH, 
HAND BALANCING 


MAGNETIC 
PERSONALITY? 


BIG ARM MUSCLES? POWERFUL LEGS? 


THERES THAT BIG STIFF AGAIN, 
SHOWING OFF IN FRONT OF 
GRACE AND THE CROWD. 


Send tor 


FREE t 


Photographic Data 
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' CHARLES ATLAS Dept 
) Bara ae P.O. Box D, Madison Square Station. 
New York. NY 10159 
bo BIGGER CHEST Show me how “Dynamie-Tension™ can make 
| BIG ARM me a new man. Send tor FREE illustrated intor- 
S Muscles | M20. and details of your 7 Day Trial Offer 
| No obligation. 
C) TIRELESS LEGS 
| COUMAGNETIC Namie. on. 2 cere ees see sete sanes essere AGRL os 
PERSONALITY 
HB COBROADBACK _f Address... .---- eee eerensen essere eens 
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In each issue of Wrestling USA, “USA Update” 


will present the personal views of a wrestler 
regarding a story presented on him in this 
magazine. It is a rare opportunity to see 
another dimension of your favorite wrestlers, 
and to gain new insights into the most 
important news events in the sport 


By Jim Comette 


[Editor's note: The story ‘10 Rea- 
sons Why The Midnight Express 
Are Better Than The Road War- 
riors,”” by the Express’ manager, 
Jim Cornette, appears on page 
47] 

IRST OF ALL, | just want to 

say that I’m glad that the edi- 
tors of this magazine finally had 
enough sense to utilize this space 
for the views of a real man. When 
they sent me their Summer 1986 


issue to give me an idea of what 
they wanted me to write, | turned 
to page eight and saw one of the 
most disgusting sights I’ve ever 
seen: Dusty Rhodes. |’m telling 
you, Mama had to bring me a 
pepto after | read that piece of 
trash. The American Dream? If | 
ever had a dream like that, I’d 
become a full-time insomniac. 

At any rate—and rates are get- 
ting higher and higher these days, 
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just ask Mama—l’m supposed to 
say something about my story, 
“40 Reasons Why The Midnight 
Express Are Better Than The 
Road Warriors.” 

What else can | say? They are. 
| said it all in the story, and 
Loverboy Dennis and Beautiful 
Bobby have been saying it all in 
the ring. Hawk and Animal are 
beaten, they’re just too stupid to 
fall over and die. But at least | 
give them credit—after wrestling 
us a few times, they fled to Ja- 
pan. That was a wise move, be- 
cause there isn’t any other tag 
team in the world who can do to 
the Warriors what my Express did 
to them, so any opponents they 
face in Japan will seem like push- 
overs by comparison. 

Now, in the brief space | have 
left, let me just say that I’ve had 
my bellyful of that fat heifer, Baby 
Doll. She’s stuck her ugly nose in 
my business too many. times. 
Wrestling is no place for a fe- 
male—and yes, I'll give her the 
benefit of the doubt and say she’s 
a female. But she’s as much of a 
woman as The Abominable 
Dream is a man, and that isn’t 
much. In fact, if you take her 
womanliness and his manliness, 
put them together, and place 
them in the bellybutton of a gnat, 
you'd still have enough room left 
over to add in her beauty, his 
bravery, both their wrestling skill, 
and a ball of lint for each of the 
dozen points in their combined 
IQ, 

Now, the only inequity that has 
to be corrected is the fact that the 
editors of this magazine still re- 
gard The Road Warriors as the 
number one tag team in the sport. 
| wrote the story, maybe they 
didn’t read it. I'll tell you what, 
fans, you read the story, then 
write to the editors and demand 
that the truth of wrestling be re- 
flected in the ratings: Dennis and 
Bobby, not Hawk and Animal, 
should be ranked first. It’s that 
simple. O 
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In just a short time, you can be ready to 
join one of the fastest growing industries 
in America... an industry where quali- 

“fied men are making from $25.90 to 
$30.00 per hour... and that’s just for 
labor. Parts, engines and accessories add 
even more to the profits, 


cd —< 

Because the small engine industry has 
grown so. quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
throughout the country, In fact, it’s not un- 


usual for a good smali engine man to be > 422 


three to four weeks behind in the summer 
and at least a week behind in the winter. 
When you see how many small engines are 
in use today, it’s easy to understand why 
qualified men command such high prices 
— as much as $49.95 for a simple tune-up 
that takes less than an hour! 


You get all this Professional equipment with your 
course, PLUS 4 H.P. Engine. ... ALL YOURS TO 
All at NO EXTRA COST. 


KEEP.... 


PRO 
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65-million small engines 
are in service today! 


That's right — there are over sixty-five 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That's the 
official count from the Engine Service 
Assn., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain 
saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
biles, generators, snowblowers, paint 
sprayers... the list is almost endless. 
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No experience necessary. 
You don’t need‘to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck. Lessons are fully 
illustrated —so clear you can’t go wrong. 


Send TODAY 
for this 
fact-filled 


FREE 


_ BEAT INFLATION! 


Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


Work part time, full time 


You receive trade secrets 


and business plans. 

We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade”’... all the inside facts you need 
to assure success right from the start. 


Increased Income 


“I’ve had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 
gines... but re- 
pairs were only 
minor... until I 
started the Foley- 
Belsaw Course.” 


Walter H. Strick 
Campbell, California 


With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4HP engine— 
all yours to keep ! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 

You risk nothing by accepting this 
offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income in a high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own. 

Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE of 


SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 
50953 Field Bldg., Kansas City, MO. 64111 


There is NO OBLIGATION and 


i - A 
Bookier! NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 
FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE , 50963 FIELD BUILDING 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 


(1 YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 
gives full details about starting my own business in 
Smail Engine Repair. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call 
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a Tells how you quickly | Name — 
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; ina profitable Sparetime y Address. 
a or Fulltime business of 
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N Tria State oe == 


Offer! 
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Peter 
King 


Editor-in-Chief 


Vial att sports, there are good announcers me pene are bad announcers. 

Wrestling is no different. Except that in wrestling, the good announcers 

are very good, and the bad announcers are very bad. 

Bruno Samiartina cused to Be the best announcer in wrestling. Today, 
though, he has slipped considerably. During the buildup for WrestleMania 
2, Sammartino shamelessly shilled for the event by mis-describing what he 
saw. For Brine to claim that ''Boxing'' Bob Orton showed great fistic 
skills was to lie to his audience, and Bruno knew it. Of course, sitting 
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next e Vince McMahon, Bruno has to say these stupid things. It's sad, 
‘nought Brune is twice the announcer and three times the man McMahon is. 
This is not the way I pictured ''The Living Legend'' ending his career. 

Speaking of Vince McMahon, he is a very, very bad announcer. But then 
Sanlneayou don't expect to hear the truth about the circus from the 
carnival barker, do you? 

Jesse Ventura is a very good announcer. He is constantly interesting and 
fun to listen to. Although he is biased in favor of his rulebreaking 
friends, I don't believe he is any more biased than Bruno is to his 
friends. Jesse is, by far, the best color man in GEBaElinae 

David Crockett is another bad announcer. Perhaps he is too close to the 
Sport Soenning exactly how bad he is. (His brother Jim is the head of 
Jim Greckent Promotions.) David screams, garbles his words, and seems to 
‘ebiak his audience is made up of four-year-olds. Dumb. four-year-olds. 

Tony Schiavone is an excellent young announcer. Gordon Solie is an 
excellent veteran announcer. Nick Bockwinkel is a voice of the future. 

As for Gorilla Monsoon, he's the worst. Does this man ever tell the 
truth? He claims to see ''capacity crowds'' when there are empty seats,and 


‘standing ovations'' when everyone is sitting. Give me a break! 


ORCHOMOMOMORONVMOROROROMOMOROMOLOMOMOMOMOMOMORO RCO ROROMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOK OM OMOMOMOROROMONCOMCRA) 
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the whole year round, superstars. That's 12 giant 
and nobody covers wres- : pinups a year! They are 
tling better than PWI. worth the price of a sub- 
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OBERT GIBSON PEERED 
into the ring, observed the 
sparring contest, and shook his 
head. He obviously was not 
pleased with what he was seeing. 
“There’s not enough time,” he 
said, “just not enough time.” 

Rick Morton climbed through 
the ropes, toweled himself off, 
and joined his partner. ‘‘Not too 
good, buddy, right?” 

Gibson put his arm around Mor- 
ton’s shoulder and said simply, 
“We've got some work to do.” 

And very little time to do it. 

Shortly after this magazine 
goes to press, Morton is expected 
to sign his name to the same con- 
tract as NWA World champion 
Ric Flair. On paper, it’s an intrigu- 
ing matchup. From a_ technical 
standpoint, a Morton-Flair series is 
potentially the best in the NWA in 
years. While | strongly believe that 
Morton is a better: wrestler than 
Flair, | also strongly believe that 
he doesn’t have a chance of win- 
ning the NWA title. 

| know this point of view is go- 
ing to upset a lot of fans. Morton 
and Gibson have, over the past 
year, become the most popular 
tag team in the world. But even 
Gibson, who has spent more time 
coaching his partner than teaming 
with him lately, has his doubts. 

“To be honest with you,” Gib- 
son said, ‘I don’t like the way this 
whole thing came about. Every- 
thing’s happening too fast. We’ve 
only got a couple of weeks to 
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Rick Morton can 


stake a claim to “number 
one” as half of The Rock ’n’ Roll Express, but 
how will he do as a solo? 


convert Ricky from a tag team 
wrestler to a viable challenger to 
the greatest singles champion of 
the last 10 years. Let’s just say 
time is not on our side.” 

lf Gibson had his wish, he 
would not be spending time talk- 
ing to me or any of the other re- 
porters who have been clamoring 
for information on the upcoming 
title series. He would coach Mor- 
ton 24 hours a day if Morton were 
able to train without rest. While 
every minute counts, Gibson 


By Stu Saks 


knows that too much sparring will 
tire him—and he’s going to need 
every ounce of his strength. 

- Since Morton and Gibson 
formed The Rock ’n’ Roll Express 
in 1983, neither has expressed an 
interest in pursuing a singles title. 
Before teaming with Gibson, Mor- 
ton teamed with Eddie Gilbert. Ex- 
cept for a few minor matches, 
Rick hasn’t wrestled regularly as 
a single since holding Nick Bock- 
winkel to a 60-minute draw in 
Houston four years ago. “‘l don’t 
think too many people, wrestlers 
included, understand how hard it 
is to wrestle as a solo after spend- 
ing time wrestling exclusively in 
tag team matches,’ said Gibson. 
“In Rick’s case, or my case, it is 
even more difficult. Our styles are 
totally intertwined. We are The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express. One unit. 
Frankly, | don’t know if we can do 
it as solos at this point.” 

That’s why time becomes such 
a factor. Morton has to refine his 
skills so that they can be used 
without a partner. It’s almost like 
starting from scratch. Against any 
top-notch opponent, it would be 
difficult. Against Flair ... 

Gibson has never tried to dis- 
courage Morton from taking these 
matches. Knowing Rick as he 
does, it would be pointless to try 
to mix up his partner’s emotions 
with logic. ‘If he wanted to go for 
the NWA title, | wish it could have 
been a long-term project,’ Gibson 

(Continued on page 59) 
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The telephone wires 
sizzle every month 
as two fop wrestlers 
voice their rage and 
hostility toward 
each other. This is 
the unedited 
transcript of their 
conversation, your 
chance to see the 
raw emotion that 
results when two 
antagonists face off 


T IS SAID that hell hath no fury 

like a woman scorned. If that state- 
ment is true, then Tully Blanchard’s 
life will soon become a living hell. 

When Blanchard launched his search 
Jor the “Perfect 10’ in late 1984, few 
could have anticipated that his ideal 
woman would be Baby Doll, the for- 
mer valet of Blanchard’s Texas nem- 
esis, Gino Hernandez. 

The two quickly became inseparable. 
Just as quickly, Baby Doll established 
a reputation for interfering in matches 
that was unparalleled by any valet in 
wrestling. 

At the July 6, 1985, Great American 
Bash card, Dusty Rhodes won a cage 
match with Tully, capturing Blan- 
chard’s NWA TV title and gaining the 
services of Baby Doll for 30 days. 
During that time, Baby Doll stole 
Rhodes’ credit cards and ran up a 
huge bill with a vacation in Hawaii. 

In December, Baby Doll attempted 
much the same thing, this time travel- 
ing to Acapulco with a ticket she said 
was from Blanchard. Confronting her 
on television, Blanchard said he never 
gave Baby Doll a ticket, that she in 
Jact stole his money for the vacation. 
He then began slapping her. Rhodes 
stormed the interview area and saved 
her from a potentially severe beating. 

Later that same day, Ric Flair and 
Blanchard engineered a double-team 
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“I was used and abused. And I just wasn’t going to 
stand for it anymore. You’re less than a man.”’ 
—Baby Doll 


beating of Rhodes. This time, Baby 
Doll rushed to Dusty’s aid, beating on 
Tully. After Magnum T.A. helped 
break up the melee, Baby Doll left the 
ring area with Rhodes, later saying that 
nobody will ever again treat her the 
way Blanchard treated her, and that 
she was going to stay with Rhodes. 

Baby Doll now travels everywhere 
with Rhodes, and Blanchard is in- 
censed by the situation. Inside Wres- 
tling is fortunate to be able to bring 
the former wrestler-valet combination 
of Blanchard and Baby Doll together 
to discuss recent events ... “One on 
One.” 


TULLY BLANCHARD: 
You’re looking good, Baby Doll. 
I see you’ve gone on the Dusty 


Rhodes seafood diet. Whenever 
you see food, you eat it. Are 
those really your legs, or did a 
cell block of cellulite escape from 


jail? 

BABY DOLL: 
**A cell block of cellulite.’ Gee, 
Tully, that’s really intelligent. 


Makes a lot of sense. You know, 
now that my eyes are open, I can 
see that it’s that limited intelli- 
gence of yours that caused you to 
treat me the way you did. You’re 
a smart man, there, Tully, a 
smart man. Smart enough to yell 
“T, quit!” when Magnum T.A. 
has you where he wants, right? 
: It’s funny how on a referee’s pal- 
try salary, the official who alleg- 
edly heard me say “‘I quit’? was 


“‘You and Dusty create a formidable couple. I’d 
certainly hate to get between you two.”’ 
—Tully Blanchard 


BD: 


spotted around town the next 
week in a brand new Cordoba. 
And while we’re on the subject of 
brains, you bimbo, that was one 
helluva move you made throwing 
that chair into the ring for Mag- 
num to use. Why didn’t you just 
hit me over the head with a ham- 
mer and stab me in the back? To 
think, we once shared romantic 
sunsets on the beaches of Honolu- 
lu. 1 could retch. 

We never ... please, Tully, let’s 
be serious. There was no love be- 
tween us. There was something 
between us. Once. But it wasn’t 
love. On my side, I’m not quite 
sure what it was, but I’ve learned 
a lot since then. On your side, it 
definitely wasn’t love. I’m not 


even sure you could call it lust. I 
don’t know what you’d call it, 
but I’d call it a case where I was 
used and abused. And I just 
wasn’t going to stand for it any- 
more, least of all from a puny 
man like you—no, not a man, 
less than a man. You’re less than 
a man, Tully, in more ways than 
I can speak of here, I know that 
for a fact. 


: Love? Love? Are you crazy, 


drunk, or both? No, my beefy 
babushka, I certainly wouldn’t 
call it love. I’d call it myopia. My 
eyes, I’ve learned recently, have a 
slight astigmatism that caused tre- 
mendous refractory problems. My 
poor vision made you seem fetch- 
ing, almost pretty, With a pair of 


BD: 


contacts, my mistakes are all too 
evident. You and Dusty create a 
formidable couple. I’d certainly 
hate to get between you two. 

You’d hate it, but you'll know 
what it’s like, because you’ll be 
right between us in the ring when 
we get through with taking care 
of Am Anderson, You’re next, 
little boy, and when Dusty is 
through with you it’s going to 
make the beating Magnum gave 
you at Starrcade feel like a day in 
the country. Come to think of it, 
maybe you should save your sorry 
skin and quit wrestling and move 
to the country. Then you could 
shovel manure all day long, in- 
stead of just the few minutes 


you're in front of the TV 
cameras. 
TB: Shoveling manure reminds me of 


BD: 


your breath when you’d wake up 
in the morning. Baby Doll, don’t 
you see  what’s happening? 
Bouncing from Gino Hernandez 
to me and now to Dusty Rhodes 
and Magnum T.A. Who’s next? 
Kamala? Abdullah the Butcher? 
Baby Doll, you’re outgrowing the 
entire wrestling world. You’re a 
laughingstock. Do yourself a fa- 
vor. Check into a fat farm for 
half a year‘and then marry a den- 
tist. Go make a family. No, on 
second thought, don’t make a 
family.The thought of you repro- 
ducing is enough to cause me to 
turn in my membership card to 
the human race. 

The human race wouldn’t have 
you, Tully. And once I spread the 
truth about you around, no self- 
respecting woman will have you, 
either. Face it, Tully, you’re a 
washout. As a wrestler, as a lover, 
and as a man. All you’re good 
for now is to see how much pun- 
ishment you'll take before putting 
your tail between your legs and 
running like a dog. My bet is it 
won’t take much. And [ll be 
there, Tully, laughing at you every 
step of the way. O 
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duty 1974/Stories include: Garea, Zbys- 
zko, Heenan, Strongbow, 

August 1974/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Sheik, Albano, Ladd. 

September 1974/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Graham, Brooks, Bruiser. 
November 1974/Stories include: Gar- 
vins, Mascaras, Sammartino, Graham. 
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September 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Mascaras, Brisco. 
October 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
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ham, Rhodes, Mascaras, Gagne. 
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Mascaras, Johnson, Maivia. 
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March 1978/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Valentine, Backlund, Bockwinkel. 

April 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Steamboat, Bruiser. 

August 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Andre, Hansen. 

October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Andre, Rhodes, McDaniel. 
November 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Backlund, Flair, Steamboat. 
December 1978/Stories include: Sam- 
Martino, Rhodes, Wrestling II, Bravo. 
January 1979/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Mulligan, Rhodes, Backlund. 
February 1979/Stories include: Race, 
Sammartino, Steamboat, Ladd. 

April 1979/Stories include: Andre, Flair, 
Backlund, Jones 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Heenan. 

June 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, Su- 
perstar, Bockwinkel, Backlund. 

July 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Ladd, Valiant, Brower. 

August 1979/Stories include: Flair, Gar- 
vin, Race, Sammartino, 

September 1979/Stories include: 
Steamboat, Mascaras, Strongbow, 
Garvin. 

October 1979/Stories include: Rich, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Putski. 

November 1979/Stories include: Snuka, 
Heenan, Race, Backlund. 

February 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Snuka, Santana, Albano. 

March 1980/Stories include: Flair, Rich, 
Funk, Duncum. 

April 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 
Backlund, Mascaras. 

May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel 

June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
dre, Hernandez, Keirn. 

July 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Von 
Erich, Superstar, Blassie. 

August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Wrestling Il, Baker, Koloff. 
September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 
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November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloft 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater 

February 1981/Stories include: Back- 
lund, DiBiase, Bravo, Anderson. 

April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammartino Jr., Race, McGraw, 

May 1981/Stories include: iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 

June 1981/Stories include; Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne, 

September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog, 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink, 

February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 


March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 


lund, Idol, Spoiler. 

April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich, 

June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales, 

July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 

August 1982/Stories include; Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 

October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon, 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
February 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat, 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton 

July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood, 

August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
II, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 

December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
February 1984/Stories include: Abdul- 
lah, Sawyers, Valiant, Von Erich. 

March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich, 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

duly 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling II. 
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Inside 


AUGUST 1984 


August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A,, Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A, 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair, 

March 1985/Stones include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy, 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

June 1985/Stories include; Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Siories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 

October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
November 1985/Stones include: Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors, 
February 1986/Stories include: R'n'R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham 
March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors vs. Russians, Hillbil- 
ly Jim, Rude, Lawler 

April 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 

May 1986/Stones include: Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock 'n’ Ralls. 

dune 1986/Stories include British Bull- 
dogs, Windham-Ric Flair, Lance Von 
Ench, Blanchard 

July 1986/All-American Special Issue 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, Mag- 
num TA 
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Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER. Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world today. 
Supplies are limited. Don’t delay—order today! 


February 1975/Stories include: Andre, 
Strongbow, Brisco, Sheik, 

June 1975/Stories include: Andre, Mu- 
raco, Funk, Lawler. 

July 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Sammartino, Race, Rhodes. 

August 1975/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Patterson, Stasiak, Rivera. 
December 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, McDaniel, Blackjacks. 
January 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Putski, Wrestling II, Rhodes. 
February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Sammartino, Rhodes, Valentine. 

July 1976/Stories include: Andre, Wres- 
tling If, Inoki, Yon Erich. 

November 1976/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Valentine, Mosca. 
December 1976/Stones include: Von 
Erich, Mulligan, Brody, Funk. 

January 1977/Stories include: Brody, 
Andre, Wrestling ||, Mascaras. 
February 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Jones, Funk, Von Raschke 
April 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Funk, Flair, Bockwinkel. 

May 1977/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Valiants, Andersons, Sammartino. 
June 1977/Stories include: Patera, 
Putski, Hernandez, McDaniel. 

July 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Rocca, Mascaras. 

October 1977/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Sammartino, Flair, Snuka. 

November 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Slater, Mascaras, Snuka. 
September 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Grahams, Andre, Mascaras 
October 1978/Stories include; Sammar- 
tino, Backlund, McDaniel, Race. 
November 1978/Stories inciude: Flair, 
Andie, Ladd, Graham, 

December 1978/Stories include: Brisco, 
Mulligan, Andre; Blanchard 

February 1979/Stories include: Ladd, 
Flair, Idol, Heenan. 
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May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Brody, Valiants, Race. 

July 1979/Stories include: Wrestling Il, 
Backlund, Sammartino, Andre. 

August 1979/Stories include; Bockwink- 
el, Patera, Stevens, Superstar. 
September 1979/Stories include: Su- 
perstar Gramham, Cyclone Negro, Grea 
Gagne, Mil Mascaras, 

October 1979/Stories include: Flair, Val- 
entine, Santana, Muraco, 

December 1979/Stories include: Andre, 
Graham, Rhodes, Mascaras. 

January 1980/Stories include: Race, 
Backlund, Snuka, Brisco. 

February 1980/Stories include: Andre, 
Flair, DiBiase, Superstar. 

March 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Murdoch, Mulligan, Andre 

April 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Di- 
Biase, Youngblood, Wrestling lI. 

May 1980/Stories include: Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. 

June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair. 

August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano. 
September 1980/Stories include; Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 

October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Rhodes, Wrestling II, Morales. 
November 1980/Stories include: Rich, 
Hogan, Snuka, Super Destroyers. 
January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 
February 1981/Stories include; Zbys- 
zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling II. 
March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling Il. 

May 1981/Stories include; Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 

June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Piper, Rich, Martel. 

July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 

August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol. 


Make Check Payable And Send To: 


December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stones include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes, 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog, 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

September 1984/Stories include; Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include; Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 
February 1985/Stories include; War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 


October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 

December 1981/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Steele, Race, Hogan. 

January 1982/Stones include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 
March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Albano, Flair, Race. 

April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 
strongs, Valentine, Santana. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper. 

duly 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 
Flair, Steamboat. 

August 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 


—- Backlund, Santana, Rich. 
we ) June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
i, | Windham, Rich, Hogan. 
: ihe July 1985/Stories include; Junkyard 
nase Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 
OCTOBER 1982 


are 1985/BONUS 4-PG. COLOR 
SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&A Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
January 1986/Stories include: 20th An- 
niversary, 10 Greatest Wrestlers, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Sammartino 

February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndortf, Flair, Hansen 1 
March 1986/Stories include: Lance Von 
Erich, Duggan, Hansen vs, Martel 

April 1986/Stories include; Kevin Von 
Erich, Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum 
TA. 

May 1986/Stories include: Larry Zbys- 
zko, Von Erich Family, Santana-Ventura, 
The Hillbillies. 

June 1986/Stories include; Lex Lugar, 
Gino Hernandez, Flair vs. Bockwinkel, 
Hulk Hogan, Magnum T.A. 


July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff ys. Graham, Ric Flair 


October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair 

December 1982/Stories include; Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 

January 1983/Stlories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala, 

March 1983/Stories include: Piper, 
Reed, Valiant, Roberts. 

April 1983/Stories include; Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 

May 1983/Stories include; Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Omdortt. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 

July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko, 

August 1983/Stories include! Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass, 

November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
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ELCOMING TO YOU, stupid 
Americans. Prepare to bow 
down to the Sheik’s Army. 

I have been spanning the globe 
these days. I made deals for 
megabucks in stock and harem 
transactions, increasing my vast for- 
tune. I sold cherished petrol fields to 
OPEC big wheels. I bought the most 
expensive contract in the history of 
sporting events for the most devastat- 
ing powerbeast in the history of 
sporting events—The Barbarian. I ne- 
gotiated with Warsaw Pact brother- 
in-arms Chris Markoff for the contract 
of Russia’s greatest athlete, Boris 
Zukhov. The Sheik’s Army will grow, 
and grow, and grow, and grow | 
again, and the AWA and the world 
at large will be powerless to stop it. 

I am a terrorist of wrestling, and I 
am proud to be. Stupid Yankees 
cheer their dingbat cowboy Presi- 
dent when he insults my peoples and Allah’s hallowed 
warriors. Stupid Americans who boo the great Sheik fail 
to know that I am a hero throughout the Arab world. The 
terrorist is a force for liberty and freedom, like the sim- 
ple-headed Minutemen and Boston Tea Party terrorists of 
your Revolution. 

When I traveled the sun-kissed sands of my peoples, 
hobnobbing with kings and fellow sheiks, I heard one 
message true and clear: “INVADE THEM!” “They are 
weak, soft, and elderly in the AWA,” the megarich 
Duchy of Oman said. “Time is ripe to terrorize!” My main 
guiding light and inspiration was the great handsome 
genius of Libya, dashing Col. Khadafy. “Destroy the Yan- 
kee dogs,” the immortal desert hero advised. “Take no 
prisoners!” I would gladly die gasping for air in molten 
dromedary camel dung if I could someday accept his 
manly salute for a mission accomplished. 

Yes, the Sheik’s Army plans to do the following; 

® Destroy Sgt. Slaughter: You declared war on my peo- 
ples long ago, you hippo-chinned boob. You are the big- 
shot symbol of Yankee crimes against humanity, and you 
must SUFFER! Comrade Zukhov will wrap your little 
whistle around a broken neck when he is through with 
you, you stinking grunt. Torture is too good for you, 
Slaughter. We should hijack your camouflage Cadillac 
and drive you to my homelands, where you'll pledge 
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MY PLANS TO TAKE OVER 
THE AWA 


Sheik Adnan AlKaissie, the outspoken manager 
of Nord the Barbarian, Boris Zukhov, and The 
Mongolian Stomper, was a terrorist before most 
people ever heard of the word, 


INAGER’S FORUM 


By Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie 


your phony allegiance to a firing 
squad! You touched my headdress! 
You dared to strike me! Do you 
know what the punishment for that in 
my homelands is, Gomer boy? It is 
the law of the Qu’ran that a peasant 
who merely lays hands on a sheik’s 
burmoose must have fingers lopped 
off with a Khyber sword and fed to 
mangy dogs. I cannot reveal the pun- 
ishment for striking a sheik. Delicate 
Arab children may be reading. 

® Destroy Fat Boy Blackwell: There 
is no place in a strong healthy Arab 
world for a traitor with seven bellies 
and a bloated black heart. You are 
another sick fool who waves your 
putrid flag between courses of 
cancerburgs and malteds at local Big 
Boy Shoppes. In my homelands you 
would have either been executed or 
milked, Come, country boy patriot, 
let me tell you how many of your 
redneck Congressmen I own. The Barbarian will break 
your legs, if he can find them, and splint them with 
makeshift bandages of blood-stained Old Glory. 

®Destroy Old Man Gagne and the Boy: You two pa- 
thetic slobs are still around. The Arab world has lost 
patience with your incompetence. Old Man Veme, we 
will hasten your short trip to the beyond! Tootsie Roll 
Greg, you will fulfill my homeland’s need for slave labor! 

® Destroy Stan Hansen: Yes, this means you, too, nile- 
breaker redneck. Your ruthless tactics are honorable, but 
we must control the World championship and present 
the cherished belt to Col, Khadafy. You will be permitted 
to beg us for work as an international mercenary, but you 
will work for the Third World alone under pain of inde- 
scribable torture. 

® Destroy Candi Divine and all female wrestlers: The 
very idea of women in the workplace! It is the most 
digusting, decadent part of American wrestling. Divine, 
Shem Martel, and all other unveiled ring harlots will be 
branded and presented with kind indulgence to the most 
opulent harems of the world. Cooking, cleaning, and 
spawning Arab children are the only earthly tasks of 
female swine. 

Ah, you stupid Americans say it can’t happen here. 
Where will you hide when the AWA becomes the ss 
Wrestling Alliance? 


Distributor Inquiries Welcome. 
For MasterCard, 
Visa or C.O.D. 
1-800-367-9599 
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Start Instantly to Give you Sledge Hammer 
Striking Power and Strength. “Hammer Fists” 
weighted arm builders buckle on your wrists so you 
can wear them anytime at work or play. 


Reinforce Your Power. Build Your Strength. 
Silently, without any special effort, hour by hour, day 
by day your arms grow to new fearsome, sledge 
hammer, power. Just wearing ‘Hammer Fists’ give 
you the proud masculine feeling that says ‘'l can take 
care of myself.”’ 


WARNING ‘'Hammer Fists’ are intended only to im- 
prove the strength of the arms. They should not be 
worn during any fight, martial arts, boxing or physical 
contact sports. The weight added to the arm increases 
the danger of serious injury to an opponent. 


Order “Hammer Fists'’ power packed weighted 
wristband, Use for 10 days. If you don’t see im- 
mediate and growing improvements in the size and 
strength of your arms; if you don’t instantly feel more 
powerful, more masculine, more capable, more 
fearless—You can return it for refund of the full pur- 
chase price. Send just $4.98 plus 75¢ shipping for 
one. ($8.98 plus $1.50 shipping for two) 

“Hammer Fist” Dept. 26421 
P.O. Box 129, Valley Stream, N.Y. 11580 
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The Muscle Mix® system can help you expen 
ence the fastest strength and weight cams even if 
you've been plagued by plateaus and hard gains for 
months. Muscle Mix” has no harmiul side effects 
and may be taken for years without interruption 
Test: 

Test on 83 people al sports schools in the Nether- 
lands ever a 4 week pend shows Muscle Mix® 


to have a positive effect 


= = Muscle Mix Non-Users 
Average Strength 
inpounds 133.16lbs. 61.4 lbs. 
Average Strength 
Increases per bod: 
19.84 Ibs. 8.9 Ibs. 
Back 28.57 lbs. 8.7 Ibs. 
Shoulder 90.86 lbs. 17,0 Ibs. 
Legs 57.78 Ibs. 24.6 lbs. 
TOTALS 135.05 lbs. 
Average Gridth (size)  2.84in. 0.4 in. 
Increases in inches 


MUSCLE MIX. 


Scientific 


System Of Strength And 
Weight Gain That Works! 


Muscle Mix Non-Users 


Average Muscle Mass (lean bod: i) 
Increases in pas 5.8 Ibs. 1.4 lbs. 
Average fat % increase 1.39% 2.84% 


(Decrease) (Increase) 
. 
Overall Results: 
The average muscular strength of those who used 
Muscle Mix® increased ai twice the rate of those 
who exencised without Muscle Mix” 


Effects of Muscle Mix® 

Compiete 44 page test results on Muscle Mix® 
Send:$10,00 : 
Muscle Mix® system comes with Muscle Mix® 
workout, and nutntion program, Muscle Mix® is 
available in granute or ligand form. One month 
supply $30.00 (only $1.00 a day) Add $2.00 
shipping. 

Send check or money order to: 


DASA Products 
P.O. Box 6133, Dept. VS86 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35405 


No. 201 in silver or gold 
finish. Size 25%" 2a" 
Badgeholder 
in genuine 
leather 


FREE 


Finishes! 


‘No. 200 
silver or gold 

finish 

CHOICE OF 

8 TITLES 

+ Deputy Sheriff 

* Special Officer 

+ Special Police 

* Private Detective 

+ Spec. Investigator 

« Civil Defense 

+ Police 

* Security Guard 
only 


$4°0 


FREE 
2FOR$8.50 Actual 
size 


OFFICIAL 
HARDWOOD 


NIGHT STICK 


22 inches long with 
41-inch genuine leather thong 


y 

"ALL OUR PRODUCTS $ 5° 
/ SOLD WITH A 30-DAY 
| MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE = 2FoR $11.00 
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2 FOR $9.50 


+ SPECIAL OFFICER 
+ SPECIAL POLICE 
+ SECURITY GUARD 


P.O. BOX 754, Pompano Beach, FL 33061 
Please send the following: 

No. 200-() Silver (Gold TITLE: 1] Deputy Sheriff C) Special 
Officer (1 Special Police 1] Private Detective [) Special Investi- 
gator (1) Civil Defense [ Police () Security Guard (order includes 
FREE holder) 

| am ordering quantity of No, 200 BADGES at $4.50 for 
one $8,50 for two ($4 each additional one) 

No. 201 — (Silver () Gold TIPLE: () Special Officer -) Spe- 
cial Police (] Security Guard (order includes FREE holder) 

lam ordering quantity of No. 201 BADGES at $4.95 for 
one $9.35 for two ($4.50 each additional one) 

No. 202 -(_) Night Stick at $5.95 for one $11,00 for two. Add 
$1.75 for postage and handling 

Add 75¢ to your badge order for postage and handling - regardless 


of quantity. MY TOTAL ORDER |S $ 
Name = 

Address = 

City SS 

State _ Zip 


ET ME TELL you about a hero. 

My paperback edition of the Ox- 
ford American Dictionary defines ‘‘hero”’ 
as: aman who is admired for his brave or 
noble deeds, 

By that definition—and just about any 
other definition you’re likely to come up 
with—Dr. Death’’ Steve Williams is a 
genuine hero. 

Last November 29, in the very early 
morning, Williams and fellow wrestler 
Rob Ricksteiner were driving from Hous- 
ton to Alexandria, Louisiana. 

**Rob was driving,’’ Williams said. ‘‘We were on U.S. 
9) going to Alexandria, and frankly, I was sound asleep, 
snoring away, Rob nudged me in the ribs, woke me up, 
and told me to look at the bonfire that was coming up in 
the distance. 

“But it wasn’t a bonfire,”’ Williams continued, ‘‘it was 
an automobile accident.’ 

Coincidentally, the car right behind the two wrestlers 
was a Louisiana State Police car. The two cars pulled 
over, and within seconds another police car had joined the 
scene. 

An automobile had collided with a pickup truck. The 
two vehicles were engulfed in fire, and flames from the 
car’s gas tanks were shooting 50 feet and more into the 
air. 

“There were three men in the car and two in the 
truck,”’ Williams said. “Me and Rob went over to the 
——— = car, and we could 
> see that the driver 
= was already dead, 
} but that there was 
one guy alive in the 
) front seat, pinned 
by the seat, and an- 
other guy alive in 
the back seat. Well, 
we tore out the win- 
dow, got a grip on 
the door, and 
yanked the thing 
right off the car.” 

Not a particularly 
= easy feat. Especially 
= when there are 50- 

foot flames inches 


Williams: 1986’s Most Inspirational? 
away from your body. 

“We pulled the two guys out of the front seat,” Wil- 
liams continued, “then I had to pull the seat back so Rob 
could get the guy out of the back seat.” 

At that point, Williams and Ricksteiner had to encoun- 
ter another major obstacle: Bullets began zipping past 
their heads. 

“Damn, looking back on it, it was really something,” 
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Williams said. ‘‘There were guns and 
ammo in the pickup, and when the fire 
got to it all, the ammo started flying. It 

was like being in a war zone, We had to 

duck down low so we wouldn’t get hit. I 
didn’t really think about it until later. Me 
and Rob managed to get a good look into 
the pickup truck, but the two guys there 
were burned beyond recognition, It was 
pretty frightening.” 
As Williams explained, ‘“There were 
police officers there, but they didn’t have 
to ask us to help out. You know, Rob 
says he doesn’t feel like a hero, and neither do J. I’d want 
someone else to help me out if I were in that position. I 
mean, there was just nobody else there who could do 
anything, who could get that door open. We just snatched 
it right off the hinges, it was like an instinct.” 

Of the five men involved in the accident, only one—a 
20-year-old man—survived. Yet he would also have died 
if not for the bravery of Williams and Ricksteiner. 

Interesting to note is the fact that it took nearly a 
month and a half before anyone at Inside Wrestling 
learned of the incident. 

“Hey, we’re not out there looking to publicize ourselves 
as heroes,” Williams said, ‘‘we just did what we thought 
was right. We never thought about telling anybody. I 
don’t think we’re anything special because of what we 
did,’’ 

Williams paused a moment. ‘‘You know, though, there 
is one message I would like to get across now. Seeing that 
accident has made me think a lot recently about this. 
Please, everyone, if you’re driving, buckle up those seat 
belts. For God’s sake, please buckle up.” 

eK 

JAPANESE UPDATE: First of all, I want to thank 
everyone who responded so enthusiastically to my March 
1986 “‘On The Road” concerning the professional wres- 
tling scene in Japan. As a result of your responses, you’ll 
be seeing more news on the Japanese wrestling scene in 
Bill Apter’s ‘‘Names Makin’ News” and in Bill’s other 
news column in our sister publications. And maybe once 
or twice a year, you can look to this space for a more in- 
depth look at the Japanese wrestling scene. 

Also, if you look at this issue’s “Roll Call Of Champi- 
ons,’” you'll see that the various WWF International 
champions are no longer listed. That is because the 
WWF's promotional agreement with New Japan Pro 
Wrestling has been terminated; the WWF plans to begin 
its Own expansion programs in Japan, similar to what it’s 
done in the United States. In any event, the added space 
in the “Roll Call’ allows us to present the International 
Wrestling Grand Prix titles, also New Japan-sanctioned 
titles. Keep an eye on next issue’s ‘‘Roll Call’ for the 
results of a recent tournament to determine several new 
champions. O 


~ SHOW THE WORLD 
YOU'RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 
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A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 

SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORL 
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THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED T-SHIRT 
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screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
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PWI T-SHIRT 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CAP 
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hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
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quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED “SKYFLYER” 
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THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUMPER STICKER 
The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (334 inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUTTON 
Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW/ button is oblong in 
shape and measures 134 inches by 234 inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 
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Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. I 
funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. | 
SHIRT SIZE (1 Small (Medium LiLarge OXLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 
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Each month, 
The Wrestler will 
present a “Question and 
Answer” forum with an important 
figure in the wrestling world. It is your 
chance to meet wrestling’s biggest stars 

as they answer the questions uppermost in 
the fans’ minds 
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ia ee SS 
Q: The cheers, Steve Williams. Ail 


these clapping hands and screaming 
tributes. What gives? 


: Heh, heh. It’s something else isn’t 


it? After 25 years of antagonism, 
of boos and hisses, it’s something, 


: What? What is it? 
: Heh, heh, heh. I don’t know. I 


have to give it some time. You ask 
yourself, what’s it all about? I’m 
doing the same things now— 
stomping heads the same way as 
I’ve always done. What’s the dif- 
ference? Who gives a damn any- 
way? 


: Did you ever want to be a hero? 
: No, sir. I am what reporters have 


always liked referring to as an anti- 
hero. I always attracted the wrong 
kind of attention. My picture was 
always in the other locker room. In 
high school, in every town I’d 
wrestle in, the fans would scream 
during my match. And I liked it 
that way. I responded to their 
taunts. It gaye me incentive not 
only to win, but to leave an im- 


_ pression. I discovered the best im- 


pressions are those requiring casts. 


: Has all that changed since the fans 


stopped hissing and __ started 
cheering? 


: Of course not. I know of only one 


way to wrestle. My tactics won’t 
change now that I’m tangling with 
the Masked Superstars. If any- 
thing, wrestling more so-called rule- 
breakers allows me the space to 
open up. I’m really ready for com- 
bat now. 


STEVE WILLIAMS 


ON’T CRY OVER Steve Williams. All the standing ovations in the world, lined end 
to end, could not subvert the born hell-raiser in Steve “Dr. Death” Williams. 
Being saluted as an American hero, lauded by the public, and given the keys to several cit- 
ies has lent a surreal, practically unbelievable quality to the man. This, after all, is an individ- 
ual who earned his homicidal nickname in junior high school. 
But the point to be made here, surely, is that you don’t lose your license to stomp or your 
ability to maim simply because the fans decide your name merits applause. 

That’s exactly the point Steve Williams makes in this interview with Assistant Editor Eddie 
Eliner, Williams and his Mid-Southern tag team championship partner and another former 
rulebreaker, Ted DiBiase, now find themselves sharing the same dining rooms with such 
sworn enemies as Terry Taylor and Hacksaw Duggan. Big deal? Not according to Williams, 
whose impassive acceptance of circumstance is remarkable for a professional wrestler. Here 
he explains his origins and beliefs, and his concept of football as the only universal truth. 


Q: Is there a specific thing you 
attribute the turnaround to? 

A: As far as I can tell, a couple things 
have contributed to this new image 
of mine. First was winning Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated’s Most Im- 
proved Wrestler of the Year award. 
Lots of people figure if I could win 
a PW-sanctioned award, besides 
most hated, then I can’t be all bad. 
The second was the coverage I re- 
ceived when I helped some people 
out of a burning car. The national 
press picked up on that and por- 
trayed me as some kind of hero— 
which I wasn’t—I just did what 
anybody would have done. The 
third thing was just hanging 
around DiBiase. Ever since his 
neck injury, the guy’s been more 
popular than Bill Cosby. 

Q: Injuries provoke sympathy. After 
you received 108 stitches in your 
eye, how many letters did you get? 

A: Too many. You’d think I'd re- 
ceived Holy Communion with the 
Pope. People were really con- 
cerned. Did they know I wrestled 
that night? 

Q: I think so. We ran a number of 
stories about the injury, and I’m 
sure that had a lot to do with your 
PWI award. Still, it was a remark- 
able achievement to the fans, even 
if it wasn’t much to you. Lots of 
people call in sick with a hangnail. 


~~ = = A: It comes with the territory. I’m a 
As he wrestles such men as Masked Superstar II, Steve Williams has received the support wrestler. I’m supposed to be im- 
of Mid-South fans. As a man who has always been inspired by the taunts of the fans, this mune to pain. And you know 
could be a tough transition. something? I believe I am. 
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Q: 


A: 


What inspires you in the ring? 
What kind of mental conditioning 
allows you to play through the 
pain and injuries you encounter? 
All the wrestling awards, the big 


salary, fancy cars, suburban home, 
I owe it all to football. Football 
gave me the education I needed to 
be successful in this life. At the 
University of Oklahoma, I was 


Williams staggers Buzz Sawyer en route to winning a 22-man bunkhouse stamp 


taught survival. Football is a team 
sport and breeds dependence, but it 
also breeds survival. It comes down 
to an individual struggle and you 
have 10 men relying on whether 
you can perform or not. Under 
those circumstances you learn to 
play through anything—bad weath- 
er, personal problems, injuries, nu- 
clear war. Football neatly packages 
all the problems you’re liable to 
encounter in life. If you succeed on 
the field, chances are you'll succeed 
off it. At least that’s my feeling. 


: Do you miss football? You played 


professionally for two 
correct? 


years, 


: Pro football is a different animal. 


There’s no fun in the pros. I don’t 
miss professional football. 


: But if football mirrors life as you 


said it does, you must also agree 
that life is not always a bed of 
roses. What do you do when the 
pressures off the field and out of 
the ring squeeze you? 


: I don’t let them. Everything has a 


solution. People just panic too 
often. 


: What if you’re up by a point with 


a minute to play and your oppo- 
nent has a first-and-goal on your 
ede battle royal (above). 


Dr. Death locks up with Terry Taylor, a former rival against whom he no longer sees action (below left). 


Williams and Ted DiBiase are making their mark as one of the premier teams in the sport (below right). 


one yard line? 

: You dig the hell in. You say, there 
ain’t no way you’re going to score 
this time. And if they do, hell, 
there’s always another game. 
There’s always tomorrow. 

: If you were a fan, would you cheer 
for Steve Williams? 

: Cheer for that maniac? Are you 
kidding me? He’s a killer, ain’t he? 
Yeah, I’d cheer for him. He’s 
mean but not malicious. He'll .cut 
no corner in the ring, but he’ll buy 
you a beer afterward. He’s not as 
bad as some, better than most. 

: Is there any extra animosity toward 
Dick Murdoch because of what he 
did to your partner? 

: You better believe there is. Anyone 
injures one of my friends and I feel 
the pain. I never really cared much 
for Murdoch anyway. I always 
thought he was a double-dealing 
maggot. We'll bury him. 

: After all you’ve accomplished in 
1985 and ’86, what do you pick as 
your greatest achievment? 

: Being on the sidelines when the 
Sooners took the national champi- 
onship. Now that was a_ thrill. 
Watching Coach Switzer get car- 
ried off the field. Singing the OU 
fight song into the night. That’s 
real fun my friend. That’s when 
you forget all your problems. 

: Remember a game in Norman, 
Oklahoma, late in the ’79 season? 
The national championship was on 
the line then, too. OU was hosting 
a West Coast football factory. 

: Wasn’t that the game USC shut us 
out 12-0? First shutout we had at 
home in 30 years. 

: I covered that game for our stu- 
dent newspaper. What a bunch of 
lunatics populate that town. I was 
happy to get out with my life. 

: Heh, heh, heh. Sounds like Nor- 
man. Helluva town. Makes you 
forget your problems. 

: Doesn’t sound like you have many 
problems to forget, Dr. Death. 
Good luck with your new career. 
: Same career, same man. Different 
perception. Life is funny that way. 
You just gotta roll with it. O 


“For Today's 
Wrestling Fan” 


The magazine that 
explodes with color! 
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STAN HANSEN 


“NOBODY'S TOUGHER THAN 
“THE MAN’!”’ 


TAN HANSEN. AWA World 

champion. Professional handshak- 
er. Pleased to meet you. Now get the 
hell out of my face. Stan Hansen. 
Roughest, toughest, meanest hombre 
to ever lace on boots. Chews tobacco 
and opponents. Use your head for a 
spittoon, given half a reason. Stan 
Hansen. Devoted family man. That’s 
Hansen, as in “TI wear the pants son.” 
Kids coming out his cauliflowered ears. 
Nine of ’em—you can look it up—and 
every one of them has memorized his 
“yes sirs’’ and “‘no sirs.”’ Wife, too, 
though thank the Lord he has only 
one of them. Stan Hansen. Domestic 
rulebreaker. Wife’s ears — are 
cauliflowering also. Stan Hansen. Pro- 
fessional neckbreaker. Ever try to in- 
terview a man who lists breaking necks 
as his favorite hobby? Assistant Editor 
Eddie Ellner did. Claims it was as 
pleasant as the morning after a bottle 
of Tequila. Stan Hansen. Fire-eater. 
Ever try to interview a man in a win- 
dowless room after he polished. off 
three quarts of spicy chili and beans? 
Eddie Ellner did. Lost his sense of 
smell for two weeks. Stan Hansen. 
Politician. Hates everyone with equal 
zeal. Feels the death penalty is too le- 
nient for certain criminals. Would like 
to see torture make a comeback. Stan 
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Hansen. Diplomat. Has called Japan, 
a country that accounts for three-quar- 
‘ters of his bank account, “a big, 
slanty-eyed roach motel.” Stan Han- 
sen. Stan Hansen. Stan Hansen. What 
follows is Stan at his Hansenist, a 
homocidal Will Rogers, Mark Twain 
turned thug. This interview is rated R 
for rugged. It’s not recommended for 
small children or fans with pacemakers. 
ee | 
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I don’t like bums who ask 
me for my hard-earned 
‘money. If he wanted a 
nickle, he should get a job. 
I’da killed the skunk if it 
weren’t against the law. 
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Q: It’s been said you have a murder- 
ous heart. Do you agree? 

A: Who said that? Pll kill whoever 
said that. What the hell is a mur- 
derous heart, anyway? 

Q: It means that you take pleasure in 
hurting people. I heard a story 
about you years ago and I’ve al- 
ways wanted to check the facts 
with you. Is it true that you once 


Q: 


> oO 


broke the arm of a panhandler 
who asked you for a nickel? 


: He was making eyes at my wife. I 


don’t like bums who ask me for 
my hard-earned money, anyway. | 
probably woulda popped him if 
my wife wasn’t there. But he was 
making noises at her. I didn’t like 
It. 

The newspapers reported that the 
man was an epileptic. That could 
be why he was making noises. 


: Yeah. But I didn’t know it at the 


time, did 1? Did I? And the guy 
got me PO’d. I don’t care what 
the hell he is. I ain’t the World 
Bank. If he wanted a nickel, then 
he should get a job. I got enough 
people bothering me as it is. The 
man wouldn’t take no for an an- 
swer. He was trying to rob me. I 
defended myself. 


: Is that justification for breaking a 


sick man’s arm? 


: Read my lips, jerk, I didn’t know 


he was sick. And it don’t matter. 
He was bothering me. I’da killed 
the skunk if it weren’t against the 
damn law. 


: How did your wife react? 
: She says to me, ‘Stanley, be gentle, 


Stanley.’ &**%! I told her if she 
didn’t walk with such a wiggle, 
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If the money was right, I’d. 
wrestle anyone. I’ve wrestled 
Hogan and Flair. It’d be no 


big thrill to wrestle them 
again. 


99 
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then no one would bother us. Then 
I told her to gentle this and I 
smacked her. 


: You struck your wife? 
: Aaah, I clipped a backhand. cross 


her head. She’s seen worse, believe 
me. She needed to be taught a les- 
son. Seems she always needs to be 
taught a lesson. 


: Would you consider yourself a 


good father and husband? 


: I didn’t get me nine kids by pray- 


ing to the tooth fairy. I’m a 
helluva good father. My kids get 
anything they want. The wife gets 
everything she wants. I spoil my 
brood rotten. But I ain’t no angel. 
I get repect. I demand it. Nobody’s 
tougher than The Man. 


: Why did you have so many 


children? 


: I like my wife to be preg-a-nant. A 


Hansen set up his title victory over Rick Martel with a punishing performance four days 
earlier in St. Paul. The Bad Man from Borger, Texas, drives his forearm into Martel’s neck. 


big belly keeps her home, where 
she belongs. Barefoot and preg- 
nant, that’s what the Japs always 
say. They got themselves damn fine 
wives. Damn fine. Jap wives are 
mighty fine. 


: Was your victory over Martel the 


highlight of your career? 


: Not even close. I was once paid 


$125,000 for a one-night tourna- 
ment in Japan. 1 made peanuts in 
comparison for the Martel bout. 


: I was speaking more in terms of 


prestige and personal glory. Isn’t it 
terribly satisfying to be recognized 
as AWA World champion? 


: I couldn’t very well feed my family 


on your personal glory. There’d be 
nine. hungry kids, panhandling, if 
their daddy was out searching for 
personal glory. And we know what 
can happen to panhandlers, now, 
don’t we. If I thought I could 
make more dough without the belt, 


it'd be off faster than a space shut- 
tle. I give a damn about money. 
Anything else is *&%$. 


: You sound a lot like your friend 


Bruiser Brody. 


: With good reason. Brody’s a good 


man. One of the few good men 
around. 


: I spoke to Brody last October and 


when I asked how he’d best de- 
scribe his friend Stan Hansen, he 
said you kind of remind him of a 
wart 


: Heh, heh. Hairy sumbitch. Heh. 
: A match against WWF champion 


Hulk Hogan would undoubtedly 
result in a. tremendous gate. Your 
beefy paycheck notwithstanding, 
wouldn’t you love to wrestle Ho- 
gan—or Ric Flair, for that mat- 
ter—and establish a preeminant 
world champion? 

If the money was right, I’d wrestle 
anyone. I’ve already wrestled Ho- 


~~ — 
Hansen stomps repeatedly at Martel, who is 


trying to roll back into the ring. His attack 
was relentless. 
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gan and Flair. It’d be no big thrill 
to wrestle them again. 


: What’s your opinion of the other 


two world champions? 


: They make a friggin’ fortune. Ho- 


gan used to be all right before he 
was gelded by all them dancing lu- 
natics in the WWF. Now he’s 
about as tough as a cartoon char- 
acter. Same goes for Flair. He was 
hungry in his younger days. Now 
he’s a gutless showboat. Two 
bleached-blond bozos. They 
couldn’t even give me a good 
sweat. I'd pop ’em like zits. 


: Did you feel Martel’s back injury 


hampered his performance against 
you? 


: That question stinks spit. 
: Why do you say that? 
: "Cause I says, so! All right! The 


question stinks. Period. Gimme a 
new one. Stan Hansen is gettin’ 
restless. 


: What could possibly .. . 
: Lookie here, boy, listen up and I’ll 


tell you what’s what. My business 
adviser—who’s no longer with 
me—sidles up to me about five 


Hansen was unconcemed about being dis- 
qualified. His intention was to injure Mar- 
tel’s back, and he succeeded. 


months ago and says to me, 
“Stanley, if you want that Mag- 
num and if you’re serious about 
that cabin down in Dallas, then, 
boy, you’re gonna have to start 
making more wampum. Under- 
stand?”’ Now I am dead serious 
about that cabin in Dallas and this 
cabin comes with a very serious 
price tag. One point five million. 
The Magnum costs slightly less 
than that. I got a family of 10 to 
support. I need money and lots of 
it. Between Japan and the AWA 
belt, I could swing it. That’s when 
I figure I gotta hatchet Martel. 
That bad back of his is a real con- 
venient excuse. I don’t care if he 
was healthy as an oak. No way 
was he keeping that crown. If I 
never spotted that cabin, he’d still 
have his title. The title’s a real pain 
in the butt, but it pays a lot of 
money. When the boat and the 
house are paid for, I’ll drop the 
belt in a sewer somewhere. Proba- 
bly fall right on Martel’s head. Did 
you ever hear the one about the 
Canuck and the  policeman’s 
daughter? Funny as all hell. Wish I 
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To hear a vertebra snap like 
a twig is the kindest sound 
of all. It’s the only thing in 


the world I’d do for 
nothing. 
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Q: 


: I'd like to break Sgt. Slaughter’s 


> 


remembered it. 

Do you have any professional 
goals? 

neck. I don’t like the loud- 
mouthed fool. 


: It gives you a real thrill to injure |. 


someone, doesn’t it? 


: Oh yeah. You bet your sweet butt 


it does. To hear a vertebra snap 
like a twig is the kindest sound of 
all. It’s the only thing in the world 
I’d do for nothing. Just for the 
pleasure of hearing bones break 
and men cry. I love it. 


: That concludes this interview with 


Stan Hansen, recently crowned 
AWA champion of the world. 
Thank you for your time. 


: I’m just a humble, family man. 
Remember that. Just a family 
man. Oo 
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Every issue, reporters from 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
will participete in an incisive 
press conference with a top 
wrestling star. The questions 
will be demanding. And the 
answers will reveal the 


HREE OF RICK RUDE’S favorite 

movies are Amadeus, Porky’s Re- 
venge, and American Gigolo. The lat- 
fer two are not surprising—Rude 
likes his fun, lots of it (and not al- 
ways clean), and the image he feels 
he portrays to the opposite sex lies 
somewhere between pulsating and 
panting on the love meter. 

But Amadeus? Aside from an im- 
probable preference for Mozart's 
compositions, Rude claims a particu- 
. lar empathy for the problems afflict- 
ing the child prodigy. He, too, has 
suffered the burden’ of an early 
fame, tasted the bittersweet pill of 
celebrity, although unlike Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart, who died a pau- 
per’s death at age 35, Rude appears 
no worse for wear. 

He feted three staffers from Pro 
Wrestling ‘Illustrated to a_ lavish 
brunch in the same five-bedroom 
Dallas townhouse recently featured 
in Architecture Today, and explained 
to editors Bill Apter and Eddie Ellner, 
who were joined by correspondent 
Liz Hunter, how it felt to be Ameri- 
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Rick Rude confidently strolls to the ring for a World Class title defense. His manager, Percy Pringle, 


carries  foldout port-a-chair. For the sake of Rude’s championship, in view of the World Class’ new 
disqualification rule, he should be advised to stay on that chair for the entire match. 


can heavyweight champion one day 
and World Class heavyweight cham- 
pion the next. 

During the interview, Rude’s man- 
ager, Percy Pringle, could be seen 
tending to the several hundred 
plants Rude’s greenhouse contains, 


although he never joined the discus- 
sion. With the pop hit “Rock Me, 
Amadeus” rapping out its chorus 
over Rude’s $25,000 music-video sys- 
tem, the “Press Conference” with 
World Class champion Rick Rude 
commenced. 


‘Is there a difference between myself, Hogan, 
Stan Hansen, or Ric Flair? Hell, no! 1 deserved to be 
recognized for my talents. I’m the World champion. 


Simple as that.” 


Rude levels Kerry Von Erich with a flying dropkick. 


LIZ HUNTER: Knock me over with < 
goose feather. | can’t believe the 
spread you have here, Rick. 
RICK RUDE: Your place ain’t half bac 
itself, Lizbet. After we finish the offi- 
cial business here, there’s a little busi- 
ness you and I can discuss over a bot- 
tle of ’73 Zinfandel. 
BILL APTER: Can someone turn the 
music down a little, please? My ears, 
they hurt, y'know. 
RUDE: Billy, | think you should trade 
those ears in for a newer model. In 
fact, you wouldn't -do bad trading in 
the whole damn package. 
EDDIE ELLNER: (Staring at a mahoga- 
ny cast of a woman with clocks of 
different time zones placed strategi- 
cally on her body). Rick, where in 
hell did you ever find a clock like 
this? And where can | find the 
model? 
RUDE: (Laughing). This was a Christ- 
mas present from an old Navy buddy. 
She’s something, isn’t she? Believe it or 
not, he also had made a small travel- 
ing version for me so when I’m on the 
(Continued on page 60) 
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“BEING 
BLINDED | 
HAS OPENED 
MY EYES!” & 


sd 


wy Va . D5 
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World Class referees David Manning and Rick 
Hazzard hope that the shower will wash the unidenti- 
fied toxin out of Chris Adams’ eyes (above). Only 
minutes earlier, Adams had been writhing uncontrolla- 
bly on the arena floor with a burning pain searing 
through his face (right). 
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HE NATURAL RESONANCE of 

the tile in the Tarrant County 
Civic Center dressing room showers 
amplified Chris Adams’ screams to 
a horrifying degree. 

“My God! It burns! I’m blind! No! 
No! Help! It burns, it burns so 
much! I can’t see!” . 

Adams struggled to break the 
grips of World Class referees David 
Manning and Rick Hazzard, who 
were holding his head under the 
shower with the hope of washing 
the poison out of Adams’ eyes. 

The poison. It was_ sadistically 
hurled into Adams’ face only min- 
utes earlier by an enraged Gino 


Hernandez. 

Adams and his former tag team 
partner Hernandez were scheduled 
to meet in a oheon-one match. 
Gino came to the ring holding a 
small bottle of liquid which, he 
claimed, would render a man’s 
head bald if rubbed into his scalp. 
Adams came to the ring and, fol- 
lowing a brief verbal barrage, the 
two men agreed to an unusual 
match stipulation: the loser would 
have the liquid rubbed into his 
head. 

That. match wouldn't last that 
long. 

Actually, all indications pointed 


to the probability that Hernandez 
would win the match anyway. In 
what were the final minutes of the 
match, Hernandez had survived a 
high backdrop and a superkick to 
catch Adams with a stunning el- 
bowsmash and a piledriver. It truly 
seemed as if the night would be- 
long to Hernandez. 

Then something got the better of 
Hernandez. Impatience? Perhaps. 
Sadistic hatred? Probably. Whatever 
it was, it caused him to scramble to 
the timekeeper’s table, grab the 
bottle, return to center ring, and 
hurl it in Adams’ face. 

The 30 seconds that followed 


It was a horrible incident, shocking everyone who witnessed it into 
stunned silence. Chris Adams was writhing in agony on the arena 
floor, the victim of an unidentified black liquid thrown in his eyes by 
Gino Hernandez. It may have ended Adams’ wrestling career, but it 
marked the beginning of a new life for him 


After seeing Gino Hernandez and Adams as tag team partners for so long, the prospect of an 


Adams-Hernandez feud shocked World Class fans. In their first match against each other, Hemandez 
seemed to have the better of Adams, capturing him in a sleeperhold (above left) and this high 
backdrop (above right) that set Adams up for a piledriver. With a victory over Adams well within 
reach, Hernandez had no reason but sadism to throw a blinding toxin into Adams’ eyes. 
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The action in the Adams-Hernandez match quickly spilled out of the ring. Shortly after Adams threw 
Hernandez back into the ring (above), Hernandez grabbed the liquid he brought to the ring with him 
and threw it into Adams’ eyes (right), thus blinding him, 


were pure chaos. Hernandez ran 
out of the ring and back to the 
dressing room. Adams writhed on 
the mat, then rolled under the 
ropes and fell to the floor with a 
sickening thud. Ringside fans 
screamed in horror, then fell silent. 
A few women could be heard sob- 
bing. But the sounds that cut 
through the silence most of all were 
Chris’ gut-wrenching screams of 
pain and agony. 

“My God, help me! It burns! It 
burns so much! I can’t stand it! | 
can't see, I can’t see! Help me!” 

The ringside physician ran to Ad- 
ams’ side, and was quickly joined 
by referees Hazzard and Manning, 
as well as referee Bronco Lubich 
and several security guards. 

Were Adams’ plight not so seri- 
ous, it might have been comical. 
The image that comes to mind im- 
mediately is that of a fish out of 
water, flopping about on the bot- 
tom of a boat until finally, merciful- 
ly, all the energy is gone from its 
body and it gives up. 

Adams was not about to give up. 

The physician calmed Adams 
down, and attempted to examine 
his eyes. Adams was quiet for a 
few seconds, then screamed in 
pain, pushed the doctor away, and 
blindly rushed into the first row of 
fans. His arms flailed wildly. Adams 
managed to grab a soda from a 
ringside fan and threw it into his 
own eyes. He screamed again as 
razor-sharp pains sliced his body's 
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herves to ribbons. 

The doctor, referees, and security 
Officials guided Adams to the show- 
ers where they rinsed his eyes out 
for more than 15 minutes. By then 
Adams was calm enough to under- 
go a thorough examination by the 
doctor. 

The immediate prognosis was 
not good. Adams was told to wrap 
his eyes tight with a bandage until 
the next day, when he would be 
examined by a specialist. The next 
day's prognosis was not good 
either: 

There was a 75 percent chance 
that Adams would be blind for the 
rest of his life. 

AK 

“It's a bloody horrible mess,” Ad- 
ams told Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
by telephone from England. “As 
soon as this happened, | thought of 
only one word: revenge. But now. 
Damn it all—now I may never see 
again!” 

Days after the incident, Adams 
had decided to visit his family in 
England. 

“I was planning a trip back home 
for a long time,” Adams said. “I 
hadn't seen my parents in a long, 
long time. Now I may not ever see 
them again. 

“Let me tell you something, 
though, this time off has given me 
an opportunity to think. I can’t see 
anything with my eyes, all I see is 
blackness. But in that blackness | 
keep seeing the grinning face of 


Gino Hernandez as he throws the 
liquid. And I see the faces of all the 
people I was once close to in Tex- 
as: the Von Erichs, Gary Hart, Sun- 
shine. All these faces, and none of 
them are smiling. They're just look- 
ing at me, blankly, almost 
accusingly.” 


onds as he collected his thoughts. 

“You know, being blinded has 
opened my eyes in a way,” Adams 
said. “I’m beginning to realize that 
maybe, just maybe, going it alone 
the way I tried to do in Texas just 
isn't the right thing to do. I know I 
don't have any friends anymore, 
but maybe that can change. 

“Look, I don’t know if I'll ever 
return to the wrestling ring again. | 
don’t even know if I'll ever see 
again, but I’ve got to be optimistic. 
I've got to think I will, or else | 
truly never will see again. I am 
optimistic. I will wrestle again. And 
I'll return to Texas. 

“And, God willing, once I do re- 
turn, eyesight intact, I'll be able to 
renew some old friendships and 
mend some broken bridges. And 
believe me, next time I won't make 
the same mistakes I did last time. 
That's a promise.” Oo 


F THERE IS one inescapable truth 
about the world of professional 
wrestling, it is this: Excellence will be 
recognized and rewarded, no matter 


where it how it Is 
manifested. 

Take The Road Warriors, for in- 
stance. They built their considerable 


reputation on the fact that they obliter- 


occurs OF 


ated every tag team that stepped into 
the ring with them. Forget about the 
fact that most of those teams were 
comprised of fan favorites, the War- 
riors won cheers just the same. And 
they won accolades—three times in a 
row, the fans voted them Tag Team of 
the Year. And they won. titles—the 
National tag team title and the AWA 


World tag team title. And they won 
cheers—plenty of them, from Florida 
to Minnesota to Japan. 

Why did such a sadistic team win 
such praise? Simply because they are 
the best at what they do. They step 
through the ring ropes intending to 
overpower and outmuscle their oppo- 
nents on the way to a win, and they 


Dynamite Kid and Davey Boy Smith: The British Bulldogs. 
Their incredible tag team skills have captured the imagination 
of the entire wrestling world. And if you don’t believe that 
they’re headed for the WWF World tag team title, you ’re 
barking up the wrong tree! 
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seldom fall short of their intentions. 

Now another tag team is displaying 
an incredible level of excéllence, but 
they’re doing it in a manner much dif- 
ferent than Hawk and Animal. And 
they’re winning cheers all across the 
wrestling world. And they’re winning 
accolades as the greatest scientific tag 
team of all time. And they’re on the 
verge of capturing the WWF tag team 
title from Greg Valentine and Brutus 
Beefcake. 

They step through the ring ropes in- 
tending to outmaneuver their opposi- 
tion on the way to a win, and they 
seldom fall short of their intentions. 

The British Bulldogs don’t worry 
about trying to outmuscle or overpow- 
er their opponents. They don’t have 
to. As Thomas Dolby might say, the 
Bulldogs blind ’em with science. 

And the fans are loving it. 

As an example, take this letter from 
Nicolle Ragni of Smithtown, New 
York: 

I am an avid wrestling fan, and I 
watch everything from WWF shows to 


Dynamite Kid grabs Brutus Beefcake with hi lar right d him i RS OS OA A SORE, 
cake wi i ae ie . 

turnbuckles (above). Kid grabs Greg Valentine and ives a'ned ol iene Smith fon erything Wire Mere Ren JouOWe 
The Bulldogs use a series of signals in a match, much like a third base coach provides /’8 the sport for years, but I’ve never 
signals for a batter. in my life seen a team like The British 
Bulldogs. Their agility is incredible, 
their aerial skills are outstanding, and 
they operate with a level of teamwork 
that makes such precision teams like 
The Rock ’n’ Roll Express and The 
Fabulous Ones look sick by 
comparison! 

And that’s exactly what the fans are 
responding to when they cheer The 
Bulldogs. They’re not cheering a man 
who battles to avoid being stamped by 
an inkpad branding iron (Junkyard 
Dog vs. Terry Funk), they’re not 
cheering the kung-fu master who con- 
tinues to exact revenge for being hung 
over the top rope by the neck and has 
escaped having powder thrown in his 
eyes (Rick Steamboat vs. Magnificent 
Muraco), and they’re not cheering for 
a wrestler who tries to put on boxing 
gloves tO battle another wrestler who 
mistakenly thinks he knows the funda- 
mentals of The Sweet Science (anyone 
vs. Boxing Bob Orton). 
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a When the fans cheer Dynamite Kid 
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The staff of Inside Wrestling would be very surprised if The British Bulldogs did not eventually capture 


he 


the WWF tag team championship. Valentine has the wind knocked out of him after he is lifted off the 
turnbuckles by Dynamite Kid and tossed on his back (above). Smith locks up Beefcake’s arm (below). 


and Davey Boy Smith, they’re cheering 
for the swiftest suplexes in the sport, 
for flying dropkicks delivered from the 
top rope, and for a presence of mind 
between two men that enables them to 
seemingly create new finishing maneu- 
vers on the spot, depending on the 
particular situation in which they may 
find themselves. 

That the Bulldogs are competing in 
the WWF, a federation that seems to 
thrive on the emphasis of everything 
but scientific wrestling, only adds to 
their popularity. Their unique skills are 
a breath of fresh air amidst the hillbil- 
lies and rubber dolls, and the fans are 
quick to recognize that. 

And what about the Bulldogs’ title 
hopes? 

An informal opinion poll of 10 
members of the Jnside Wrestling staff 
resulted in the following: 

All 10 individuals thought that the 
Bulldogs would win the WWF World 
tag team title by the Summer of 1986. 

Seven out of 10 felt that the Bull- 
dogs would win the WWE titles by 
May 1. 


Six out of 10 felt that Kid and 
Smith would win the belts from Greg 
Valentine and Brutus Beefcake by the 
time WrestleMania 2 rolled around. 

A remarkable consensus of opinion, 
and one that is reflected in the opin- 
ions—and cheers and support—of the 
fans at large. 

Wherever Kid and Smith wrestle, the 
fans go wild, They hold up posters and 
signs. They wave British flags. Some 


even bark like dogs! 

“It’s an incredible phenomenon,” 
noted Inside Wrestling Editor-in-Chief 
Peter King.- “This is a team that 
doesn’t concern itself with rock ’n’ roll 
or dolls or merchandising or pie fights 
or hillbilly music. They concern them- 
selves with pure wrestling. They’ve 
brought literally dozens of new aerial 
moves to the sport, and their repertoire 
of finishing sequences is astounding. 
And even more astounding is the fact 
that they just keep getting better and 
better all the time, with no end in 
sight!” 

Similar to the way the Chinese cal- 
endar attributes an animal to each 
year, many wrestling fans have already 
designated 1986 ‘‘The Year of the Bull- 
dog.” To be sure, Kid and Smith are 
coming on strong. The question of “‘if 
they win the WWF tag team belts 
.. ©? is useless; everyone simply wants 
to know when that will happen. 

The only real question left is this: 
When the ’Dogs finally do get the 
belts, who out there will be able to 
take them away? OD 


37 


The Sensational 


Lugar 


Lex Lugar is rapidly building a reputation in Florida. A 
serious reputation. Will the brand of ‘‘future champion’’ be a 
godsend or a stigma for him? 


‘WRESTLING’S 


HOTTEST PROPERTY! 


HE ROOM SMELLED like form- 
aldehyde. I don’t know why it 
smelled that way. 

Maybe it smelled like frozen legends. 
Heroes kept in a jar too long in order 
to preserve their immortality. Maybe it 
just smelled like Florida; seasonably 
dead and concerned about the spring. 

Lex Lugar stood there in front of a 
gray matte backdrop and flexed his 
muscles one way, then another way. 
He looked slightly embarrassed. Did he 


By Liz Hunter 


think he wasn’t a sex symbol? The 
cinematographer for the local TV sta- 
tion wasn’t paying attention. He was 
chewing out his assistant. The room 
still smelled like formaldehyde. No- 
body explained why, and I didn’t ask. 

“No, no, man, that’s lousy.”’ Lugar 
struck another pleasing pose. He for- 
sook the body oil, thank God. His 
back was to the camera, and his biceps 
and back muscles arched to their ful- 
lest extremities of blood-engorged 


power. 
The cinematographer scratched at 
his beard, and peered into his lens. 
“No, no, sorry, man.’’ He pulled a 
square of maroon-colored felt from his 
carrying case, and laboriously wiped 
lint from the-eyepiece of his video 
camera. After he was through, he 
strolled over to a window and stared 

outside. 
“What’s the matter?’ Lugar 
(Continued on page 62) 
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THE ROCK ’N’ ROLL EXPRESS 


NUMBER ONE- 
WITH A BULLET! 


The Rock ’n’ Rolls, as Rick Morton seems to be 
noting (left), are number one in the hearts of the 
fans. Gibson, signaling victory, will turn his 
body and spin Bobby Eaton to the mat (above). 


tea 


In the record charts of Billboard magazine, a bullet next to an 
album’s title indicates a sharp increase in Sales over the previous 
week. In the hearts of the readers of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
magazine, The Rock ’n’ Roll Express are number one—with a 
bullet indicating that they’re getting more popular each day! 


HE SAME SCENE is repeated 
five or six nights a weeks in 
arenas all across the country: 

The lights are down, bathing the 
fans in anticipatory darkness. Elec- 
tric excitement crackles through the 
air; one can almost detect a whiff 
of ozone. The rollicking guitars of 
Electric Light Orchestra suddenly 
burst forth through the arena sound 
system, and it seems as if everyone 
is singing along: “Come on, every- 
body, want to tell you ‘bout the 
rock ’n’ roll!” 

A single white spotlight focuses 
on Rick Morton and Robert Gib- 
son—The Rock ’n’ Roll Express—as 
they dance and rock their way 
from the dressing room to the ring. 
Fans rush toward them, straining to 
touch their hair and their bandanas, 
desperately attempting to make 
contact with the two men that rep- 
resent dynamic excellence in tag 
team wrestling. 

Everybody cheers for them, but 
the girls in the crowd add shrill 


— 


Morton mounts Eaton’s 


screams to those cheers. If their 
mothers are sitting next to them, 
they're probably screaming, too, in 
much the same way they did when 
four Britishers called The Beatles 
took to the stage over two decades 
earlier. 

And when Morton and Gibson 
bound from the arena floor to the 
ring itself, the cheers seem to defy 
all sonic laws and grow louder still. 

The fans are fulfilled. Living for 
the moment. The Rock ’n’ Roll Ex- 
press are here. Nothing else mat- 
ters. There are no Road Warriors. 
No Ric Flair. No Sgt.. Slaughter. No 
Hulk Hogan. Nobody else matters. 
This is it, brother, the only true 
rock ‘n’ wrestling connection: Mor- 
ton and Gibson and the fans. 
Breathe in the excitement, relish it, 
cherish it. Because there’s nothing 
else like it anywhere in wrestling. 

2 

Three arena guards had to be 
placed directly outside The Rock 'n’ 
Roll Express’ dressing room in or- 


der to control the fans who relent- 
lessly sought entry to the inner 
sanctum. And when Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Assistant Editor Jeff Ryan 
flashed his press credentials to the 
guards and was allowed through 
the door, he was met with derisive 
hoots of jealousy and envy. 

“I've never seen anything like 
this in my life,” Ryan said as he 
removed his jacket and fished a 
pencil and paper out of his pocket. 
Morton and Gibson smiled at each 
other, enjoying the experience of 
seeing a reporter encounter for the 
first time something they deal with 
on a daily basis. 

“Is it really always like this?” 
Ryan asked. 

“Believe me, 


Jeff, it’s gotten 


worse over the past couple of 
months,” Morton said. 
“Or better,” Gibson added. 
“Yeah, better! Depends on how 
you look at it!” Morton said. “See, 
there’s good and bad with every- 
thing. The bad about this is that it 
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shoulders and, by bridging his back, will flip his opponent to 


the mat in a pinning position 


(above left). Gibson warns Ivan Koloff as Morton works on Krusher Khruschchev (above right). 


41 


makes it tough to get in and out of 
the building, and it kind of cuts 
down on your privacy.” 

“Yeah, man, I can’t remember 
the last time me and Rick had a 
quiet meal out,” Gibson said laugh- 
ing. “Seems there’s always a half a 
_ dozen fans ready to ask us for 
autographs.” 

“But that’s good, too,” Morton 
said. “See, we love our fans. Sure, 
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it’s tougher to get privacy, and it’s 
harder to move through a crowd to 
the ring, and it’s tough to avoid 
crowds when arriving at a building 
or leaving later on. But we 
wouldn't have it any other way, 
right Rob?” 

“You got that right, brother. 
Things are great right now, they’ve 
never been better. And son of a 
gun, it’s getting better every day!” 


Morton places Koloff’s foot on his 


leg and applies pressure to the inside 
of his knee (above). Gibson contin- 
ues to work on Koloff’s knee 
(below). 


Ryan asked Morton and Gibson 
about fan mail. Both wrestlers 
laughed. 

“You ever see that scene in Hard 
Day's Night where The Beatles are 
in their hotel room and have to 
answer their fan mail?” Morton 
asked. 

“Yeah,” Gibson said, “you know 
the one. John and Paul and George 
get a bundle of mail each, and 
Ringo feels left out.” 

“Right, right,” Morton continued, 
“until their road man, Shake I think 
his name was, Shake comes in and 
dumps a huge mail sack in Ringo’s 
lap.” 
“That's us,” Gibson said with a 
chuckle, “we're the Ringo I and 
Ringo II of wrestling! Honestly, we 
get more mail now than ever be- 
fore. It’s incredible.” 

Ryan asked the Express if they 
thought that their NWA World tag 
team title reign had a lot to do with 
their popularity. 

“Well, that’s a part of it, of 
course,” Morton replied. “But I 
think the main thing was that we 
started to get seen on the WTBS 
cable this year. | mean, up until 
then, we were real, real popular 
from being on Mid-South wrestling, 
and Mid-South reaches a lot of fans 
across the country. But that TBS 
cable is something, man. A lot of 
loyal fans watch that show every 
week, and never miss a minute. We 
reached a whole new group of fans 
who never saw us before when we 
came to the World Championship 
area and began to be seen on 

Ryan thanked Morton and Gib- 
son for their time, and left the two 
to prepare for the night's match 
against NWA World tag team 
champions The Midnight Express. 

“Amazing,” Ryan thought to him- 
self as he fought his way back 
through the crowd of bodies all 
craning their necks for a glimpse 
into the dressing room, “absolutely 
amazing.” 

Number one. With a bullet. LJ 
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ACTION USA 


BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 


, It seems that no matter where The 
—-_—_—_—_— Iron Sheik and Nikolai Volkoff turn, } 
Cpl. Kirchner is right there, flag in 
hand, fans on his side, ready to 
wage war. And so it was in 
Baltimore, as Kirchner joined 
forces with George ‘‘The Animal” 
Steele to battle Fred Blassie’s 
foreign menace. And while the 
pain of Kirchner’s armlock has 
Volkoff momentarily howling, 
Kirchner’s war against Blassie’s 
men is far, far from over. 
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ACTION USA 


PHILADELPHIA, 
PENNSYLVANIA 
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Try to break his cheek, succeed in 
breaking his nose, but you'll never 
be able to break his spirit. That’s 
the lesson Ric Flair is painfully 
learning as he continues to tangle 
with Rick Morton. The Philadelphia 
Civic Center saw intense action as 
Morton challenged Flair. Robert 
Gibson and Arn Anderson 
appeared at ringside for their 
respective men, and the match 
ended in utter chaos and 
mayhem—just as this feud no 
doubt will. 
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DENVER, COLORADO 
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At the time, Curt Hennig and Scott 
Hall held the AWA World tag team 
title. The combination of Bruiser 
Brody and Nord the Barbarian 
were favored to win those belts. 
Hall and Hennig (here taking a 
boot in the bloody face from Nord) 
took a lot of punishment—more 
than any team should have to 
endure. And maybe that’s why 
Doug Somers and Buddy Rose 
were able to step in and take their 
belts. 
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THAN 
THE ROAD 
WARRIORS 


IO REASONS 
WHY THE 
MIDNIGHT 
EXPRESS 


ARE 
BETTER 


The Road Warriors have set their sights on The Midnight Express 
and the NWA World tag team belts. But the Express’ manager, 


Jim Cornette, feels there are plenty of reasons Hawk and Animal 
don’t have a chance of winning that championship. Here, in 
Cornette’s own words, are 10 of them 


NYONE WITH ANY iota of 

intelligence should under- 
stand that Loverboy Dennis and 
Beautiful Bobby, The Midnight Ex- 
press, are the greatest tag team 
in the world. Ownership is nine- 
tenths of the law, people, and my 
men have the belts of which ev- 
eryone in tag team wrestling is 
envious: The’ NWA World tag 
team championship. 


By Jim Cornette 


And now | hear that The Road 
Warriors are looking for us. Well, 
we’re right here, but we have a 
very busy schedule, Paul Ellering, 
very busy. We might be able to fit 
you in around, say, November or 
December. But don’t even bother 
signing a contract to wrestle us, 
Paul, because there’s no chance 
of you winning. The Midnight Ex- 
press are simply the better team. 


You don’t believe me? Let me 
give you 10 pieces of evidence. 
Number one. Pride. It takes 
pride to be a winner. Pride in 
one’s self, and pride in one’s abili- 
ties. Loverboy Dennis and Beauti- 
ful Bobby are loaded with ability, 
so they have a lot to be proud 
about. But Hawk and Animal? 
Don’t make me laugh! If they 
have so much pride, how come 
47 


Condrey holds Superstar Graham in place 
as Eaton springs from the turnbuckles. The 
Midnight Express takes pride in its precision 
teamwork. 


they hide their faces with paint 
the way they do? I'll tell you why: 
It’s because they're embarrassed 
for themselves. Hey, if | had a 
haircut and a mug like theirs, I’d 
hide my face, too! 

Number two: Strength. Sure, 
rll give the Warriors credit. 
They're strong. Big deal. But you 
know something? They're too 
strong. Yeah, that’s right, too 
strong. They're musclebound. 
They concentrate more on ma- 
neuvering an opponent into posi- 
tion to press them into the air. 


Cornette believes that the Warriors’ 
Strength, demonstrated by Hawk against 
Jerry Lawler, would work against them in a 
match with his men. 
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Believe me, Loverboy and Beauti- 
ful are not about to be caught in 
that position, and besides, they 
are certainly not afraid of heights. 

Number three: Me. | am the 
strategic genius of professional 
wrestling. | was named Manager 
of the Year by the readers of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated magazine; 
Paul Ellering wasn’t. The fans 
may be stupid, but they're not 
dumb. They know that the cream 
rises to the top, and they know 
that | am the best at what | do. It 
is because of me that The Mid- 
night Express are the NWA World 
tag team champions. 

Number four: Experience. | 
don’t have to list all the champi- 
Onship achievements of my Mid- 
nights, do I? More regional titles 
than the Warriors have _ nick 
marks in their scalps from shav- 
ing. And we own the NWA World 
belts. What belts do the Warriors 


have? Zilch. Nada. Squat. Nil. No 
mas. Null and void. Hey—that’s a 
good pair of names for them; not 
Hawk and Animal, Null and Void! 

Number five: Money. Paul El- 
lering talks up a good game, but | 
never see him wearing anything 
but a ratty old T-shirt. Me? I’m in 
a fresh new suit every night. 
Mamma gives me all the money | 
need, not only for new suits, but 
to train the Midnights to be the 
best tag team they can possibly 
be. I’m sure the Warriors’ training 
schedule isn’t half as strenuous 
as ours. 

Number six: The bombs 
away. Beautiful Bobby’s maneu- 
ver is the singlemost devastating 
finishing maneuver in the sport. 
Forget about the Warriors’ 
clotheslines, this is the move that 
makes tag team wrestling click. 
Let's see Hawk or Animal—or EI- 
lering!—get up from one of these. 


Eaton’s “‘bombs away,’’ according to his manager, is the “singlemost devastating finishing 
maneuver in the sport.” Cornette envisions Eaton flattening one of the Warriors’ broad 
chests with the maneuver. 


Condrey bends Tommy Rogers’ back across his knee. “Loverboy” has the ability to inflict 
tremendous punishment on an opponent while staying within the framework of the rules. 


To Jim Comette, this is scientific wrestling. 


Number seven: Science. We'll 
blind ’em with science, courtesy 
of Loverboy Dennis. We're -not 
talking skinny Rock 'n’ Rolls here, 
Dennis is a solid man with solid 
scientific wrestling skills. He'll 
have the Warriors wrapped up in 
knots trying to defend, and you 
know something? They can’t de- 
fend. It’s a losing proposition. 

Number eight: Quality. Look, 
we beat the second best tag team 
in wrestling: The Rock ’n’ Roll Ex- 
press. I’ve never said that the 
Rock ’n’ Rolls aren’t good, I’ve 
only said that we’re better. Twin 
sons of different mothers, that’s 
Dennis and Bobby. And they have 


experience against _—_ top-flight 
championship competition. Who 
have the Warriors beat to capture 
the NWA World tag team title? 
Nobody! Who did they beat for 
their only world title, the AWA tag 
tile? Crusher and Baron Von 
Raschke, a pair of Medicare 
cases that my Midnights could 
polish off in less than a minute. 
Their cause is hopeless against 
us. 

Number nine: The fans. We 
don’t care about the fans. The 
Warriors claim they don’t either, 
but they do. I’ve charted their in- 
terview and match reactions on a 
multi-leveled  socio-psychological 


Eaton dominates Robert Gibson of The Rock ’n’ Roll Express. Cornette calls the Rock ’n’ 
Rolls the second best tag team in wrestling and feels that his team has beaten better 
quality opposition than The Road Warriors have. 


measurement scale, and I’ve 
found that if they continue on the 
track they’re on, they'll be engag- 
ing in downright pandering to the 
fans in six to eight months. The 
mighty Legion of Doom. Hal! 
They're as weakened by the fans’ 
cheers as Superman is_ by 
Kryptonite. 

Number 10: Common sense. 
Look, all you have to do is see 
The Midnight Express in action, 
then look at the Warriors in a 
match, and your own common 
sense, if you have any, will tell 
you that we are the better team. 
It’s obvious to even the most ig- 
norant and misinformed wrestling 


The Road Warriors look great against medi- 
ocre opponents, points out Cornette. But, 
as the manager says, the NWA World tag 
team champions are far from mediocre. 


fan. We’ll be able to outmaneuver 
them, outhustle them, and we'll 
be able to take them to the limit 
in a test of endurance. The War- 
riors are used to skinny squash 
opponents on television. Well, 
we’re no skinny squash opponent, 
we’re The Midnight Express, and 
we're the best tag team in the 
sport. Our NWA World tag team 
belts prove it, and your common 
sense should tell you that. But 
then again, Paul Ellering and 
Hawk and Animal aren’t known 
for an abundance of common 
sense—or else they wouldn’t be 
foolish enough to try and take our 
belts away from us. 
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4 os 
Randy Savage shows hig utter disrespect for Hulk Hogan as the two 
are searched by referee Dick Kroll (above). Savage beats the cham- 
pion to his knees (right). The “Macho Man,” backed by Elizabeth, 
declares himself WWF champion (opposite page). 


Randy Savage the 
WWF champion? 
Don't laugh—it may 
happen sooner than 
you think. Savage is 
the most serious 
contender yet to 
Hogan's World title. 
This story speculates 
on how WWF would 
change if Savage 
succeed in his quest 


ree 
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ULK HOGAN’S EYES droop 

with exhaustion. Bloody clumps 
of hair are matted against his head. 
His body, barely able to respond to the 
commands given by his brain, is 
bathed in a repulsive mixture of sweat 
and blood. 

Randy Savage’s eyes also reflect 
complete exhaustion. His manager, 
Elizabeth, stands by ringside; she looks 
more worried with every passing sec- 
ond of the match. Savage’s body, like 
Hogan’s, is bloody and sweaty. 

Hogan and Savage. Matter and anti- 
matter. When they mix, the result is an 
explosion of cataclysmic proportions. 
Indeed, this latest match between the 
two men has been characterized by a 
level of violence uncommon to any 
wrestling match, much less a Hulk Ho- 
gan title defense. 


Hogan and Savage lock up in 
midring. The Hulkster peppers his op- 
ponent’s head with a stinging series of 
closed-fist blows. Savage is dazed, and 
Hogan catapults himself into the ropes, 
rebounds, and hurls himself in the air 
for a well-directed elbowsmash. Sav- 
age, dazed but cognizant, manages to 
roll himself out of the way, Hogan’s 
elbow collides with the mat, sending 
burning messages of pain up his arm 
and through his body. 

In a superhuman effort, Savage 
scrambles to the top rope. Before Ho- 
gan can realize what is happening, the 
Macho Man delivers a flying elbow- 
smash to Hogan’s ribs. The champion 
is writhing in utter pain. For the first 
time in the match, Elizabeth smiles. 

Savage seizes the moment. He hooks 
the leg and goes for the pinfall. At the 


2%-count, Hogan kicks out and 
20,000 fans cheer insanely. But Hogan 
is still dazed. Savage moves in for an- 
other pin, but Hogan kicks out again. 
Hogan jumps to his feet, rebounds off 
the ropes, and prepares to deliver a 
stinging legdrop, BUT—as Hogan hits 
the ropes, Elizabeth, out of sight of 
the referee, trips him up from ringside. 
Hogan is on his back, dazed and dis- 
oriented. Savage covers Hogan for the 
pinfall, hooks the leg, and the referee 
slaps the mat. 

Hogan kicks out, but it’s too late: 
Randy Savage is the new WWF heavy- 
weight champion. Hulk Hogan is now 
merely one name on a long list of 
championship contenders. Hulkamania 
is no more. 

® 

The above scenario is not so far- 
fetched. Indeed, there are certain odds- 
makers who are saying that there’s a 
50-50 chance Savage will become the 
new WWE champion between the time 
this story is written and the time this 
magazine reaches your newsstand. 

Never before in the history of Hulk 
Hogan’s WWF title reign has there 
been so much furor surrounding a 
challenger to his title. But never before 
has there been a challenger with the 
fire, determination, and capability of 
Savage. 

If Hogan can turn back Savage’s 
title challenges, then he may truly be 
the most invincible man in the sport. 

But what if he can’t? What if Ho- 
gan fails and Randy Savage becomes 
the new’ WWF champion? What 
would this mean to wrestling? Let’s do 
some speculation in several major 
categories: 

The media attention: With Savage as 
WWE champion, there are two ways 
the media might turn: 

(1) All the attention currently lav- 
ished upon Hogan would be. directed 
toward Savage and Elizabeth. They 
would be placed under enormous pres- 
sure to make personal appearances. If 
the media focused its attention on the 
beautiful Elizabeth, Savage could be- 
come very resentful and jealous, which 
could lead to an eventual split. A perti- 

(Continued on page 74) 
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What happens when fan favorites lose their fans? For the explosive 
Fabulous Ones, it might indicate a change in style and strategy they 


may soon regret 


Wrestling in a cage match against the Guerreros, The Fabulous Ones barely resembled the 


Photos by Peter Rene 


tag team that has over the years become known for its brilliant technique and sense of fair 
play. This was one in a series of wars that could have been—and should have been—a 


great scientific encounter. 


MATCH BETWEEN The Fabu- 

lous Ones and the Guerreros a 
year ago promised science in its most 
sublime form. Steve Keirn and Hector 
Guerrero above the ropes, trafficking 
in technique, exchanging aerial moves 
of impossible difficulty factors. Stan 
Lane and Chavo deep in the mat, scur- 
rying like crabs, entwined in each oth- 
ers’ limbs. This imagined meeting 
would end in a draw; handshakes, 
high-fives graciously exchanged, each 
team racing to sing the other’s praises. 
Beers and dinner would follow and the 
friends would depart for struggles 
elsewhere. 

One look at the photographs accom- 
panying this story tells you it wasn’t 
that pretty. Keirn and Lane are bitter 
imitations of the smiling playboys who, 
standing beside The Rock ’n’ Roll Ex- 
press, shot to fame on the cover of 
Pro Wrestling Ilustrated back in May 
of 1985. In that issue the bearded 
heartthrobs were described as a “‘dy- 
namic, charismatic, skilled team that 


has the confidence to make it to the 
top.” 

What a difference a year makes. To- 
day, Keirn and Lane have abandoned 
the science that elevated them as high 
as four in the ratings, and, amidst the 
disillusioned boos of their former fans, 
have adapted to a rulebreaking style of 
contemptible brutality. 

“Ts all a bunch of claptrap,”’ Stan. 
Lane disagreed. ‘‘Here in Houston, 
where the Guerreros are worshipped, 
we’re booed and hooted. In Florida, 
when we wrestle against Kevin Sulli- 
van, the fans cheer like mad for us. 
But if we wrestled the Windhams, you 
bet we’d get Bronx cheers and raspber- 
ries. It gets to a point where you don’t 
know why you’re booed or cheered. 
We don’t want to lose our fans, but 
first we must understand why they’re 
leaving us.” 

“Our style has shifted,” Lane con- 
ceded. ‘But that’s only to keep pace 
with the rest of the wrestling world. 


(Continued on page 77) 


Bruno’s Back To Stay: 


“TM HERE TO SHUT UP 
THE LOUDMOUTHS !” 


By Bill Apter 


T WAS A good life for you, 

Bruno. Retirement meant peace and 
late sleep. 

It meant time for late seven-course 
evenings at homey restaurants. You 
didn’t have to make the matches by 
7:30. It meant time for the workbench 
and the projects you promised to as- — 
semble at your leisure. The homemade 
grandfather clock for the local PTA. 
The set of building blocks for your 
future grandchildren. It meant the lazy 
winter afternoons in front of the warm 
brackish colors of the cable television, 
reclining in your easy chair and lan- 
guidly pressing buttons on the remote 
control. 

In short, retirement meant a chance 
to be human for a while. You’ve been 
through so many battles and you’ve 
bought so many ugly scars. You de- 
serve a respite. You’re arguably the 
most popular champion in wrestling 
history, and you have the inalienable 
right to nap the rest of your life away. 
You’ve done it all, and God knows 
what wrestling would be like without 
you. 

But there is more to be done. Your 
fans beg you to recline on your laurels. 
Your family begs you to think about 
your health, and your responsibilities. 
But hell, you know what your respon- 


Is Bruno Sammartino’s latest comeback no more than an old man’s 
ego trip? Far to the contrary. Bruno is actually one of the few men 
who still wrestles to BEL evil 
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Wrestling alongside Paul Omdorff in New Jersey’s Bye Meadowlands Arena, Bruno puts 
the boot to Cowboy Bob Orton, while his partner takes on Roddy Piper (above). Bruno 
whips Brutus Beefcake face-first into the turnbuckle (below). 


Bruno’s massacre of George Steele at 
the Meadowlands in October 1981 was 
to have been his last match. 


sibilities are. No one can sway your 
convictions. 

You’re back in the squared circle, 
because you cannot rest. You have a 
job to do. It has to be done. 

‘What are you doing here, Bruno?” 
The dressing room guard at the Mead- 
owlands Arena remembered the official 
Sammartino sayonara from wrestling 
five years ago. Bruno had given fear- 
some George Steele the beating of his 
life. Unlike so many athletes who 
chased the power of their youth past 
its prime, Bruno walked away from 
the ring victorious, with the self-confi- 
dence of triumph twisting his lips into 
a proud veteran’s smile. 

Bruno paused at the dressing room 
entrance. Yes, for a moment he felt 
silly. A middle-aged man with a gym 
bag in his hand. Kneepads and a jock- 
strap, trunks and a freshly laundered 
pair of white sweat socks, Implements 
of a youngster, the athletic dressing of 
salad days. 

But Bruno had already contemplated _ 
those contradictions, late at night and 
too damn early over weak coffee. He 
knew what had to be done. ‘‘What am 
I doing here, friend? T’ll tell you. ’m 
here to stop the loudmouths.” 

And Bruno slung the heavy gym bag 
over his shoulder and sauntered toward 
his dressing room, like a rookie starved 
for action. Ready for anything and 
ready to fight for what he believed in. 

aK 

“You know, Bill, you and I both 
remember the Golden Age of televi- 
sion.” I was talking with Bruno before 
a steel cage match, but we could have 
been yakking in the living room of his 
Pittsburgh home. He’d been through 
the wars, and it didn’t matter. The 
dressing room was Still as natural as a 
living room to The Living Legend. 

“Without television, — wrestling 
wouldn’t have been as successful as it 
was. When I came over [emigrated to 
the United States] in the ’50s, people 
were excited about Buddy Rogers and 
Killer Kowalski and men like that. It 
gave me the inspiration to go into 
wrestling, as opposed to running a 
gymnasium or pumping gas or some- 
thing like that. Never, never underesti- 

(Continued on page 79) 
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Now that World Class considers Rick Rude World champion .. . 
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..» Kerry Von Erich will not be challenging for Ric Flair’s NWA title. 


WORLD CLASS PULLS 
OUT OF THE NWA: 


WHAT IT MEANS TO WRESTLING 


It will be months, possibly years, before the full impact of the 
World Class’ decision to withdraw from the NWA will be 
felt. However, one thing is immediately clear: the wrestling 
world will never be the same 
Photos by Buddy Myers 


The following is a World Class Wrestling 
press release: 

For years, World Class wrestling fans have in- 
creasingly complained about the NWA rules stating 
that a tearm or individual defending their world title 
could save their belt by disqualifying themselves 
during a tense moment of the match. This enabled 
Ric Flair to keep his title on numerous occasions. 
Because of this increasing outcry, and the incredi- 
ble influence around the world that World Class 
wrestling area wrestling currently possesses, it was 
decided ‘that a new wrestling organization would 
be formed independent of all other wresting affili- 
ations. Officially declared as the World Class Wres- 
tling Association, this occasion marks one of the 
Tost historic moments in wrestling history. 


Because of its present TV coverage in places like 
Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, the Middle East, Europe, Ja- 
pan, Australia, and South America, the WCWA 
automatically became the largest wrestling organi- 
zation in the world. As a result, a world champion 
was first named so he could begin to represent 
World Class Wrestling as its champ throughout the 
world, As American heavyweight champ, Rick 
Rude was the man most qualified to assume the 
responsibilities as the World titleholder. 

Without a doubt, this decision is probably the most 
exciting announcement of the decade. The WCWA 
rules specifically state that the World champ loses his 
belt upon disqualification, thus eliminating an easy 
out for any titleholder who has any other ideas be- 
sides wrestling a straight legal title match. 


Below: As Rude works over The Missing Link, referee David Manning exchanges words 
with manager Percy Pringle. If Manning should for any reason disqualify Rude, it will cost 
him his title. Right: Kevin Von Erich was close to taking Flair’s title when the NWA 
champion saved his title with a disqualification. 


ND SO, with the issuance of 

this press release, World 
Class wrestling ended its relation- 
ship with the NWA, setting a 
precedent that might conceivably 
usher in a new era of professional 
wrestling throughout the world. 

Secession was not symptomatic 
of Texans’ disease, the Lone Star 
ethos of independence. During 
the last half dozen NWA conven- 
tions, the World Class had voiced 
its disapproval of the disqualifica- 
tion nile, a rule that enabled a 
champion to retain his title unless 
he was pinned or he submitted. 
Their denunciation of the rule was 
‘vigorous. Disqualifications and 
countouts, they claimed, have be- 
come a champion’s protective ‘ar- 
mor, protecting him and his title 
against the challenge of a skilled 
opponent. 

It now required an almost super- 
human effort to wrest any NWA- 
sanctioned title from a champion; 
especially if the title was in the 
hands of a Ric Flair, who would 
flout the DQ rule indiscriminately. 
In Filair’s hands, the’ rule became 
as much of a weapon as his figure- 
four leglock and abdominal 
stretch. According to unofficial sta- 
tistics, disqualifications accounted 
for a staggering 65 percent of the 
finishes in Flair’s matches in 1985. 

World Class wrestlers were es- 


pecially stung by Flair’s predilec- 
tion for the early exit. During one 
incredible weekend in Ft. Worth, 
Flair was disqualified in matches 
against Kerry, Kevin, and Lance 
Von Erich. In each match it was 
reported that the Von Erichs en- 
joyed a clear-cut advantage over 
the NWA champ, an advantage 
each saw vaporized after Flair con- 
veniently disqualified himself. 

The impact of the World Class 
action raises many significant 
questions, 

Will the World Class still recog- 
nize Flair as champion? The 
World Class recognizes four 
World champions: Ric Flair of the 
NWA, Stan Hansen of the AWA, 
Hulk Hogan of the WWF, and Rick 
Rude of the World Class. 

Will World Class wrestlers be 
able to wrestle for the NWA title? 
According to NWA President Bob 
Geigel, any wrestler in the world 
is eligible for a shot at the NWA 
top prize. He must move to an 
NWA-sanctioned 
place where the NWA champion 


defends the title—and achieve a_ 


success in the ring that is deserv- 
ing of a title shot. As of this writ- 
ing, Flair will no longer defend the 
belt in World Class temitory, 
which means the titanic struggles 
between the NWA champ and the 
Von Erichs are for a time over. 


territory—any » 


Is the World Class preparing it- 
self in any special ways to be- 
come a national promotion? As 


their press release indicates, 
World Class is already involved 
throughout the world, although 
promoting occasional: wrestling 
matches in Nigeria, Bolivia, and 
Saudi Arabia doesn’t automatically 
confer upon them world champi- 
onship status. It must make further 
inroads into the the national media 
markets—Chicago, New York, Los 
Angeles—and the populated wres- 
tling markets of Florida, Minneso- 
ta, and St. Louis. Already, through 
its extensive cable network con- 
tracts, World Class has saturated 
the country through television. Its 
wrestlers are recognizable all over 
the world. To take advantage of its 
visibility, it must tour the country 
(beyond Massachusetts and up- 
state New York, where World 
Class matches were held last year) 
and its champion must defend the 
title throughout the land, as Hogan, 
Flair, and Hansen do. 

To do this World Class needs to 
beef up its roster, which means it 
must sign enough wrestlers to pro- 
mote successfully on both coasts 
simultaneously. The world of wres- 
tling has become more sophisticat- 
ed and competitive in recent 
years; no longer can a regional 
promotion hope to qualify as a 
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world championship. 

How will the World Class pull- 
out affect the NWA? It hurts the 
NWA considerably. According to 
our the May 1986 Top 15 ratings in 
Inside Wrestling, the World Class 
placed three  wrestlers—Rick 
Rude, Kerry Von Erich, and Bmuis- 
er Brody—in the NWA category. 
Additionally, dropped from the 
NWA roster are such talented 
stars as Kevin and Lance Von 
Erich, Brian Adidas, The Missing 
Link, and The Grappler. While 
there is no doubt the split injures 
the NWA, World Class is also in 
danger, unless it can attract big- 
name wrestlers. Fans will tire of 
watching the same men wrestle 
night after night. 

How will this affect the ratings? 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated will not 
yet recognize the World Class 
heavyweight champion as a world 
champion and will no longer rate 
World Class wrestlers in the NWA 
(see “Ratings Analysis” on page 
24). World Class must establish it- 
self as a truly international organi- 
zation over an extended period of 
time to earn world championship 
status. Its new disqualification nile 
must prove itself practical. We 
hope that other promotions will 
wait and gauge the success of the 
World Class’ move before they at- 
tempt a similiar split. We also en- 
courage the NWA to conduct a 
feasibility study testing the merits 
of the move. Perhaps they will dis- 
cover that there are alternatives to 
their often-criticized disqualifica- 
tion rule, and by changing the rule 
themselves, a reconciliation be- 
tween the two alliances might one 
day be possible. 

What will be the effect of the 
new disqualification rule? The 
reason the NWA _ has _ never 
changed its disqualification nule is, 
according to Geigel, the fear that 
the title would change hands like 
a hot potato, Certainly, there is the 
danger of this happening, espe- 
cially with the belt around the 
waist of a confirmed milebreaker 
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Above: Rude has to be conscious of the placement of his chinlock against Link. If he slides his arms 
down around Link’s throat, he runs the risk of having his title taken away from him. Below: As first 
champion, Rude is under a lot of pressure to elevate the credibility of the new title. 


/\ 

like Rick Rude. Should Percy 
Pringle interfere, it would now 
cost his man not only the match, 
but his title. The NWA was also 
wary of the increased role the ref- 


eree will now have in the outcome 
of a match. The style and tempera- 
ment of the officials is now as im- 
portant as that of the wrestlers. 
Some referees will not tolerate a 
minor indiscretion, while others 
tum their eyes from all but the 
most flagrant violations. Is this fair? 
Should a world title rest on the 
subjective eye of an official? 
How long will it take the World 
Class to gain independent credi- 
bility? Instant credibility is not re- 
alistic. When cultivating a wres- 
tling promotion, there is no such 
thing as an overnight success. It 
will take years to acquire the re- 
spect that the WWF, AWA, and 
NWA _ possess. Perseverance, 
courage, a commitment to excel- 
lence, and a large and liberal bud- 
get are the building blocks need- 
ed to succeed in this venture. It 
appears that World Class has them 
all. Now they must stand the test 
of time. O 


DRESSING ROOM 
(Continued from page 12) 


Morton clutches Nick Bockwinkel’s chin during 
their classic 60-minute AWA title match in 
Houston in March 1982. 


said. “Over the course of time, 
Rick could have made the proper 
adjustment. But this is more of a 
case of Rick wanting a piece of 
Flair than wanting his title.” 

Flair insulted the Rock ’n’ Rolls 
and their fans on national TV. Mor- 
ton, who has never been known to 
be even-tempered, ripped off Flair’s 
sunglasses and broke them up into 
small pieces with his feet. Flair 
slapped Morton: across the face 
and Morton quickly returned the fa- 
vor, sending the champion on his 
butt. The two ripped at each other 
ferociously, eventually ending up in- 
side the ring. 

Morton has demanded a match 
with Flair, indicating that he would 
not return to tag team wrestling 
until that demand was met. The 
promoters, in this case, did not 
have to be threatened. Only a fool 
would fail to recognize the dollar 
potential of this matchup. 

For Gibson’s part, he is not 
worried about the possibility of 
Morton defeating Flair for the title, 
and forcing an end to their part- 
nership. “I'll worry about myself 
later,’”’ he said. “Right now there’s 
only enough time to worry about 
Ricky.” 

Hopefully, enough time. | 
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Rock ‘n’ Wrestling fans! 


THE SERGEANT IS WAITING 
FOR YOUR ORDERS! 


Then he’ll put an unbreakable 
hold on your copy of... 


rial 
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Fans ... It’s time to rock to the beat of the man who can’t be 
beat. Sgt. Slaughter is one of the best on record: From the 
turnbuckle to your turntable. But you must order your 
ROCKS AMERICA album now! Once this limited-quantity 
collector's item sells out, you'll find it about as impossible 
to pin down a copy as pinning the Sergeant himself to the 
canvas. 

Complete and mail your order today to get your copy of this 
limited-edition release! 


Mail to: Jamie Productions, A Division of 
Bestway Group, Inc. 
12 Gelb Avenue 
Union, New Jersey 07083 


Please send me ( ) copy(ies) of ROCKS AMERICA by Sot. Slaughter & Camouflage. 
Enclosed is my (| Check 


LJ Money Order (No COD’s or charges) 
made payable to Jamie Productions. 


Number Ordered ————— 
Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. X$6.98 ea. § 
Add 6% Sales 
F Tax for NJ 
Name (Print) 9 Residents  $ 
ON eS eS X $1 P&H ea. $ 
iy Stale 74 {  — Total Encl. §$ 
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ORDER NOW! LIMITED-EDITION RELEASE! 
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ONLY 5 EACH 


All the back issues of the ORIGINAL WRES- 
TLING REVUE listed for sale in this advertise- 
ment were edited and published by Stanley 
Weston, who founded Wrestling Revue in 
1959 and sold his interests in the magazine in 
1964. These extremely rare back issues have 
not been available to the public for more than 
15 years, although many have been sold by 
Private collectors for as much as 75 dollars per 
copy. This is a rare opportunity for those of you 
who collect and treasure truly fine wrestling 
magazines of great historic importance, at a 
price you can afford. Most of these issues 
contain magnificent, full color pin up portraits 
of the world’s greatest wrestlers, some of 
whom are still active. The supply of these 
collector's treasures is very limited, so order 
today and avoid disappointment. 
ALL SALES FINAL. NO EXCHANGES OR 
REFUNDS WILL BE MADE. 


WRESTLING REVUE 


SPRING 1961 
SUMMER 1961 
FALL 1961 
DECEMBER 1961 
FEBRUARY 1962 
APRIL 1962 
JUNE 1962 
DECEMBER 1962 
FEBRUARY 1963 
DECEMBER 1963 
FEBRUARY 1964 
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MAKE CHECK PAYABLE 
AND SEND TO: 


T.V. SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 
11571 


Please rush the issues of WRESTLING REVUE 
checked. | am enclosing $5 for EACH copy. 


PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


$5 EACH 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE ZIP 


For all orders except the United States and Canada you 
must add one dollar (US) for every back issue ordered for 
boat mail, and two dollars (US) for every back issue ordered 
airmail. U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


PRESS CONFERENCE 
(Continued from page 31) 


road, | know what time to call in to 
cities that I’ll be in later in the week. 
It helps when you have a couple ladies 
waiting for you in a strange town. 
ELLNER: You can never plan too far 
ahead, | guess. 

APTER: The music. Rick, please, the 
music. 

HUNTER: | would have thought a 
man with your reputation for adven- 
ture would relish the hunt for fresh 
bodies to add to your trophy case. 
RUDE: Interested? 

HUNTER: \'m a journalist, 
Thanks, but no. thanks. 
RUDE: \'m just joking anyway, honey. 
I’m nowhere near the rambling stud | 
used to be, Especially since I’ve got 
hold of this title. Ill have plenty of 
time for monkey business when I’m 
retired. Now | want to concentrate on 
strengthening my image as the greatest 
wrestler in the world. 

ELLNER: Does it bother you that 
many people, including PW/, are not 
yet recognizing the World Class title 
as a bona fide world championship? 
RUDE: Hell, yes it does. And especial- 
ly you people at the magazine. What a 
bunch of hypocritical dirtbags. You cry 
about Hulk Hogan not defending the 
WWF belt correctly and then you turn 
around and establish him as a world 
champion. Here | am, defending the 
title nightly against your favorites, the 
Von Erich boys, kicking the watusi out 
of those creeps, and you won't recog- 
nize this title. It’s not as if I'm fighting 
prelim bums—the Von Erichs are con- 
sistently at the top of your ratings. 
Kerry was the NWA champion, fer 
chrissakes. 

HUNTER: | think the problem is ex- 
posure. Your federation doesn’t 
wrestle enough across the country. 
RUDE: Exposure? We're all over the 
world! Do you know in Chad there 
are entire communities who gather 
around a government subsidized televi- 
sion to watch me wrestle? | get fan 
letters from 35 countries. Yoyi've 
heard of a woman in every port? I’ve 
got a dame in every hut, kiosk, prov- 


Rick. 


a is =. 
Rude and Von Erich put all they haye into a test 
of strength. Each man believes himself to be the 
strongest in the area. 


ince, outpost, and igloo. Wherever 
there is a TV antenna, | have a warm 
body rooting for me. 

APTER: There is no question that 
World Class has the technology. 
What you must do, | think, is get 
out of the studio—and out of Texas 
and Boston and Oklahoma—and 
wrestle elsewhere. The fans in New 
York and California and Idaho have 
seen Rick Rude and the Von Erichs 
on TV. Now they want to see you in 
the flesh. 

RUDE: In five years, when my title is 
the most highly regarded in the world, 
you're all going to feel very stupid. 
ELLNER: With Brian Adidas winning 
the Texas title on a disqualification, it 
proves that the officials won't hesi- 
tate to use the new rule. Has it 
changed your style at all? Perhaps 
made you less aggresive? 

RUDE: The only thing that scares me 
is the way the Von Erich family has 
this federation wrapped around its lit- 
tle finger. But | figure not even a Von 
Erich would risk stealing my title. If 
they can’t pin me, they don’t want it. 
I’m not like Ric Flair. | don’t go 
around getting myself disqualified. I 
give the Von Erich boys ample oppor- 
tunity to win the title. The only prob- 


lem is | keep beating them. They 
might get frustrated. That’s what wor- 
ries me. In their embarrassment, they 
might have one of their flunky referees 
disqualify me. 

HUNTER: Don’t you think you're a 
little paranoid? 

RUDE: Don’t go making judgments on 
the lousy half-dozen times you're in 
Texas. I’m here all the time. The Von 
Erichs think they own this damn state, 
and it’s eating them up that | have the 
title. 

APTER: How did you react when you 
were informed that World Class 
Wrestling had withdrawn from the 
NWA? And how were you notified? 
RUDE: There were rumors floating 
around for months, but | never paid 
any attention to them. Then | was 
called into the office one morning dur- 
ing a workout. [Former World Class 
official] Ken Mantell sat me down and 
said, ‘Son, we’re going for it. From 
now on, you're a world champion.’ It 
didn’t mean anything to me at first, 
but then | started thinking. Is there a 


difference between myself, Hogan, . 


Stan Hansen, or Ric Flair? Hell, no! | 
deserved to be recognized for my tal- 
ents. I’m the World champion. Simple 
as that. 

ELLNER: You really believe that your 
title means as much as Flair’s? 
RUDE: Are you crazy? Flair is a paper 
champion. World Class hired out some 
consulting firm to do a feasibility study 
before they split from the NWA. One 
Statistic those pencil-pushers came up 
with was that 65 percent of Flair’s 
matches ended in disqualification. Six- 
ty-five percent! Two out of every three 
matches that son of a buck wrestles 
ends in DQ. He’s not half the champi- 
on | am. Ravishing Rick Rude never 
takes the easy way out. And that’s 
why I’m the premier wrestler in the 
world. And the premier lover. 
HUNTER: That remains to be seen. 
RUDE: Don’t dare me, buns. 
ELLNER: How much they get for a 
clock like that? 

HUNTER: You wrestlers are all talk. 
RUDE: My body does my talking. 
APTER: Somebody turn up the mu- 
sic. I'm getting sick. O 
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barked. ‘‘Let’s finish up.” 

The cinematographer winced and 
turned around, fiddling with his beard 
some more. ‘‘You’re just not . . . here, 
um-hmm. Lemme try something dif- 
ferent.’’ He repositioned himself before 
the prying smeared lens, and Lugar 
again stepped in front of the 
backdrop. 

“Okay, now flex your bis and tris 
and gimme the cuts in your pecs same 
time around.” _ 

Lugar did as he was told. His arms 
inflated like zeppelins, trellised vessels 
streaked with succulent blue-green 
veins. His pecs, chest, and tummy 
burst to the very pulse. Lex Lugar’s 
body was solidified but fresh, like 
strong day-old concrete. He was every 
inch a battler, every inch invincible. To 
look at Lex Lugar and even think 
about manhandling him in the ring 
was tantamount to ridiculous fantasy 
tripping. The way he looked was the 
way every man who wishes to conquer 
the universe wants to look. 

“This is the best way to do it,” the 
man behind the camera chirped. He 
ran the video camera over Lugar’s 
body. He started at the tanned toes 
and moved up the supple calves .. . 
the rippling, luscious thighceps and bi- 
ceps ... slowly on up, inch by inch, 
the camera panning a body beautiful 

. trawling over the young man’s 
muscles ... and then the face ... 

*‘What a cruel, hard face,” the gaf- 
fer said aloud after the shoot. She had 
set up the light meters and held the 
boom mike for an inconclusive inter- 
view that probably wouldn’t make TV 
airtime because Lugar said nothing. 
She offered me a cigarette. I don’t 
smoke, but I bought her coffee. 

“ve heard a lot of talk about how 
pretty and smoochworthy Lugar is,” 
she told me. Smoochworthy? I 
thought. What a neat word. 

‘But _he’s cold, Liz. He’d kill for a 
shiny thin dime. He’s dangerous, and I 
wouldn’t want to work with him. It’s 
like doing a feature story on Hitler.” 

Hitler? 

2k 

“He’s no Hitler!” 

I was talking with Hiro Matsuda in 
one of, the very few sushi bars on the 
Gulf Coast of Florida. I was telling 
him in all innocence what the gaffer 
had said. 

“But Hitler was a cruel barbarian! 
Master Lex is an honorable scientific 
wrestler! How can one who presumes 
to know compare Master Lex, a pro- 
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LEX LUGAR 


(Continued from page 38) 


Lugar wraps his massive arms around Jesse Barr’s torso, and looks to ringside for instructions from his 


trainer, Hiro Matsuda. Lugar is a physically dominant wrestler whose skills can only improve with time. 


fessional athlete, with a political animal 
diabolical monster of a man _ like 
Hitler?” 

Though I wasn’t sure what a “‘polit- 
ical animal diabolical monster’ was 
exactly, I could see his point. It’s stu- 
pid hyperbole to compare any wrestler 
to a dictator who supervised the geno- 
cide of more than 10 million people 
and almost single-handedly initiated the 
most destructive war in the history of 
the planet earth. But I just wanted to 
see what his reaction would be—after 
all, it is rumored that Matsuda teaches 
Lugar forbidden Axis torture tech- 
niques that can be successfully applied 
to the mat wars. 

“‘Master Lex has no interest in poli- 
tics, anyway,’’ Matsuda sniffed over 
his expertly wielded chopsticks. ‘“‘It 
takes all his superlative mental concen- 
tration and superior physical condition- 
ing to devise the perfect backbreaker.”’ 

*‘What is the perfect backbreaker?”’ 
I asked. I knew his English was 
perfect. 

Matsuda grinned devilishly and 
slurped down a dark slab of octopus 
meat before he answered. 

“Ah, you must first perfect the 29 
varieties of inverted backbreakers. To 
hook an opponent’s left arm and left 


leg over your shoulders and snap his 
spine. To grind the small of his back 
and delicate internal organs over your 
shoulder and snap his spine. To chin- 
lock your man and twist him so you 
hold him backward behind your neck 
and snap his spine. To grasp your man 
under the armpits back to back and 
hoist him up behind you to snap his 
spine.) .7 

Images of Bruiser Brody, Bruno 
Sammartino, Don Leo Jonathan, and 
Bulldog Brower assaulted me as Mat- 
suda detailed each backbreaker. 

“And yes I have still not mentioned 
the ovyer-the-knee backbreaker varia- 
tions,’’ Matsuda squealed delightedly. 
Much to my consternation, fellow din- 
ers were starting to pay attention. 
“Lift the man over your head. Expose 
his buttocks by grabbing his trunks if 
possible. Come crashing down and 
snap his spine.’’ Matsuda was chortling 
now. His*face was red, and I was wor- 
ried that he’d choke on his shrimp. 
‘Also, the salto. Hah! Most expertly 
applied by Master Lex.” 

“So what is the perfect backbreak- 
er?”’ I asked again. 

Matsuda sneered. ‘‘HA! No one 
knows what the perfect backbreaker is! 
See, the master attains perfection be- 


fore he knows he has found it!’’ 

What kind of pseudo-Zen crap was 
I dealing with? The master attains per- 
fection. Who cares? I ordered tea be- 
cause I thought it would be the right 
thing to do in the time and premises. 
My nerves were jagged. 

Matsuda stood up. ‘“‘You boys 
pay,’ he said. I don’t know who the 
boys were, since it was just Hiro and I 
at the table. I paid for the damage 
when he left. God bless expense ac- 
counts. But I was worried that one of 
these days Lex Lugar and Hiro Mat- 
suda would soon discover the perfect 
backbreaker. 

OK 

“Lex Lugar is the best power wres- 
tler I’ve seen since Freddie Blassie 
signed Hulk Hogan offa the Venice 
volleyball circuit.’ 

He’s an old man, and he’s not 
afraid to admit it. He’s an old man, 
and he’s seen it all. 

He’s been operating a brutal gym in 
the headiest, hottest part of the Ever- 
glades for nearly 30 years. A place 
where none but the bravest dare to 
hammerlock. Where the pace can kill 
weaklings and other men who really 
don’t want to wrestle. Violence in a 
cradle of natural violence—the inescap- 
able swamp’s land. 

Have you heard of alligator wres- 
_tling? All Florida wrestlers are alliga- 
tors. They fight with their teeth. Wan- 
ton bloodlust and destruction blooms 
in the greenhouse of Sunshine State 
humidity. Wrestlers habitually come 
close to dying in the ring in Florida. 
It’s an acid test for young stars. 

The old man saw Lex Lugar a first 
time, and he thought the kid was terri- 
ble. He saw him for a second time, 
and he thought the kid had potential. 
What kind of potential, he wasn’t 
sure. Then he saw him a third time, 
and thought, my God. Champion. He 
was graceful, and he was strong. - 

“Almost too strong,’’ he told me 
over the long distance wires. ‘He sur- 
passes Hogan with a parallel style. But 
does he want to do that?” 

I knew what he was talking about 
immediately. Lugar was a slimy rule- 
breaker. It was a moral issue that 
Lugar would have to confront. Sure, 
Lex Lugar is built. But ... 

“Almost too strong.’”’ He repeated 
that. I didn’t chastise him for repeating 
himself. It had taken him 40 minutes 
to get through to the Wrestling 86 of- 
fices, Something about a coastal rain- 

‘storm. And I could see him stabbing 
numbers with a blunt, shaky index fin- 
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LEX LUGAR 
(Continued from page 63) 


ger, cursing a pushtone pay phone that 
didn’t get through no matter how 
many times he said the dreaded f 
word. 

‘“Dammit,”’ the creaky storm-bitten 
phone lines squawked, ‘‘Lex Lugar is 
scrshshshscchh. . 2’ Static interrupted 


us. It ended. Barely. Just enough to 
hear. “‘The guy’s the hottest property 
in wrestling. Toughest I’ve seen since 
Jack Brisco. Oh man, he might have 
muscles, but he knows what to do in— 
that squared circle!” 


Lugar reclaims the Southem belt after having seen 
it fall into Jesse Barr's possession for less than a 
month. 


When my veteran Florida contact 
tells me a kid (or a grown man) 
“knows what to do in that squared 
circle,’ I know he’s net bluffing. It’s 
the giveaway phrase “‘that squared cir- 
cle’ that tells you he means business. 

*kKK 

The final word belongs to a woman 
I’ve corresponded with for the better 
part of a decade. She is a serious-mind- 
ed, pragmatic woman, a divorcee who 
knows how to juggle temporary sec 
jobs, day care centers for her two bub- 
bling kids, and peace of mind. Believe 
you me, she’s a tougher and sweeter 
parent than any thousand fathers I’ve 
come across. 

She slipped a homemade valentine 
through the ropes when Lex Lugar en- 
tered the ring to wrestle Southern 
champion Jesse Barr. The fan favorite. 
Lugar didn’t see it. Neither of us saw 
what happened to it. Somebody told 
me Matsuda picked it up and saved it. 
Maybe. 

But when Lugar won the match and 
the title she wept, joyously. The mes- 
sage got there, somehow. Lex Lugar 
may be a rulebreaker, but he has.a lot 
of caring and affectionate fans. 
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Comette right now, but the problems 
between her and Tully will not quickly 
dissipate. 
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anager’s Forum” in the Summer 
WRES TLING MAGAZINE 1986 edition of Wrestling 86 (page 
18). In it, Al-Kaissie outlines a frighten- 
ing plan for domination of the AWA 
before the onset of 1987. 

Craig Peters’ “On The Road” col- 
umn from the May 1986 Inside Wres- 
tling (page 20) tells of a remarkable 
tale of bravery outside the ring per- 
formed by Steve Williams and Rick 
Steiner (then known as _ Rob 
Ricksteiner). You'll read how they 
risked their lives to save the lives of 
others—an incredible tale of rare 
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| ITEM QUANTITY PRICE 

| FOTOZINE (including lucite frame) one $19.95 

| Duplicate framed FOTOZINES $14.95 ea. 
| POSTAGE AND HANDLING ($3.00 per item) $ 

] Florida Residents add 5% sales tax $ 

| TOTAL: $ 

| NAME: 

| ADDRESS: 

cis == state 

! 

| FOTOZINES also accepts VISA and MasterCard orders. 

| ( )VISA Account Number: Exp.Date: 

| ()MasterCard Account Number: Exp.Date: : = 
! “Dr, Death” Steve Williams iterally roped 


YOUR SIGNATURE: 
Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


the door off a buming car to save some- 
one’s life. It’s an incredible story, detailed in 
“On The Road” on page 20. 
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Speaking of Steve Williams, “Dr. 


Death” kicks off this issue’s interview 
section as we present a “Q & A” 
interview from the June 1986 edition 
of The Wrestler (page 22). Doc tells of 
his football days, and astutely com- 
pares the gridiron to the squared 
circle. 

In an exclusive “Hotseat’’ interview 
from the May 1986 Inside Wrestling 
(page 26), AWA World champion Stan 
Hansen talks about his title reign and 
his insatiable love of money. 

The August 1986 Pro Wrestling Il- 
lustrated presented a special ‘Press 
Conference” with World Class cham- 
pion Rick Rude (page 30). In it, you'll 


Rick Rude is nothing if not egotistical. He is 
the first World Class heavyweight champi- 
on, and Rude regards his belt as the most 
important title in the world, bar none. 
lean how Rude feels about the way 
his World Class title is being regarded 
by the rest of the wrestling: world. 
Speaking of the World Class area, 
Texas was the site of one of wrestling’s 
most tragic incidents ever when the 
late Gino Hernandez threw an inky 
black substance in the eyes of Chris 
Adams. In the June 1986 Pro Wres- 
tling Illustrated, ‘‘Chris Adams—Be- 
ing Blinded Has Opened My Eyes” 
(page 32) presented a touching portrait 
of a man in the midst of a deeply 
profound attitude change. 
(Continued on page 68) 
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Dynamite Kid and Davey Boy Smith 
are without question one of the most 
exciting, capable, and dynamie ips 
teams in the history of the ‘sport. 
Theyre the WWF World tag team 
champions, and they've got millions of 
supporters around the world. Indeed, 
as we said in the June 1986 Inside 
Wrestling, it's now “Dog Days In The 
WWF—And The Fans Love It!’ 
(page 35). 

Where are the Hulk Hogans and 
the Kerry Von Erichs and the Mag- 
num T.A.s of the 1990s coming from? 
Maybe from the Florida area. Look 
there, and you'll see ‘The Sensation- 
al Lex Lugar—Wrestling’s Hottest 
Property” (page 38). Originally pre- 
sented in the Summer 1986 edition of 
Wrestling 86, this special feature will 
prove to you what Florida fans already 
know: Lugar is a superstar waiting to 
supemova! 


Lex Lugar fires an elbowsmash to the 
shoulder of Jesse Barr. As you'll learn in 
the story on page 38, Lugar is truly wres- 
tling’s hottest property. 

The response was incredible. When 
Pro Wrestling Ilustrated placed Rick 
Morton and Robert Gibson on it’s July 
1986 cover, thousands of letters of 
thanks flooded our offices from grateful 
fans all over the country. The story 
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Ifyou missed out on the excitement of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
when it was on sale on the newsstand, have no fear:A limited 
number of copies are available through the mail, Each issue is jam-packed with 
profiles of the biggest superstars in wrestling, And, as a 
special bonus, each issue of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
contains a fabulous full-color pinup! Quantities are limited, 
so order yours today, 
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Sumner 1985 
Color Poster: 
The Road Warriors & Mr. T 


Rick Morton and Robert Gibson—The Rock 
‘n’ Roll Express.’ Their popularity is unsur- 
passed by any other tag team in the sport. 


was “The Rock ’n’ Roll Express— 
Number One with A Bullet!” (page 
40), and it may well have been the 
most popular PWI cover story ever. 
The NWA World tag team champi- 


Fall 1985 
Color Poster: 


ons are The Midnight Express, but 
The Road Warriors want those belts— The Fabulous Ones 


desperately. Jim Cornette, the Express’ | jo — eee 
manager, feels that Hawk and Animal 
don’t have a chance of winning that 
title, and he explains why in “410 Rea- BOX 48 


sons Why The Midnight Express ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Make check payable and send to: 
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j 
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TV SPORTS 


he eh : VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
riors” (page 47), first presented in the Fall 1984 Summer 1985 (Spring 1986 
June 1986 issue of Sports Review Winter 1984 —_CiFall 1985 
Wrestling. Cornette, by the way, is also Pat rns hate nd) 
the author of this issue’s “USA Up- Please send me the back issues I’ve checked. | enclose $3.00 for each 
date,” which you'll find on page 8. | | issue |’ve ordered. 
The feud between “The Macho | | Print your name and address clearly 


Man” and “The Hulkster” continues to | | 

rage on, more violent than ever before. | | Phe 

In fact, some day we may well see | | appRESS APT#. 
“Randy Savage—WWF Champion! 

What Would This Mean To Wres- | | A 


tling?”’ Well, we answered this ques- | For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $1.00 for each issue ordered for boat mail, and 
(Continued on page 70) $2.00 for each issue ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 34 weeks for delivery. 
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INTRODUCTION 


(Continued from page 69) 


Miss Elizabeth tends to a shaken Randy 
Savage. If Savage were to win the WWF 
title, wrestling would not be the same. See 
page 50 for our own speculations. 

tion in the May 1986 Inside Wrestling, 
but all you have to do to lear the 
answer is turn to page 50. 

The tragic situation “When Heroes 
Hear the Boos—The Dark ‘Side Of 
The Fabulous Ones’’ (page 52) was 
revealed during a remarkable match 


Hector Guerrero’s face bears the scars of 
Steve Keirn’s savagery. As one of The Fab- 
ulous Ones, Keir is as likely to hear cheers 
as he is to hear boos. Turn to page 52 and 
learn the reasons why. 


against The Guerreros. Originally pre- 
sented in the July 1986 edition of The 
Wrestler, this story shows how one 
fan’s favorite grappler is another fan’s 
most hated wrestler. 

Speaking of fan favorites, is there 
another wrestler anywhere who com- 
mands the respect that Bruno Sam- 
martino does? It’s great to see “The 
Living Legend” back in action, and in 
the May 1986 Sports Review Wres- 

(Continued on page 72) 
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When you subscribe, you will receive a 
package of two magazines every three 
months (a total of eight per year). Here’s 
what a ‘First Class Subscriber” will get: 


@ Four issues per year of wrestling’s full- 
color magazine, Wrestling 86, the 
magazine printed on slick paper, 
illustrated with the finest color 
photographs available anywhere, and 
written by the world’s best wrestling 
journalists! 


® Four issues per year of the only 
magazine with the full-color “Action 
Gallery,” Wrestling Superstars, the | 

magazine that takes a close-up look at 
wrestling’s biggest stars. 


Four issues of Wrestling 86 plus four issues of Wrestling Superstars—Eight Big Issues Per Year— 
for only $15.00, a savings of more than $3.00 off the newsstand price. 
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“The Living Legend” himself, Bruno Sam- 
martino. Though once retired, he’s back— 
and he’s ready to battle any rulebreaker 
willing to step into the ring with him. 
tling, we happily learned that “Bru- 
no’s Back To Stay—‘I’m Here To 
Shut Up The Loudmouths!’ ” (page 
54), Atta way, Brun! 

Finally, we finish with a story from 
the July 1986 Pro Wrestling Iustrated, 
a story that reports on one of the most 
important developments ever in the 
sport of wrestling. ‘World Class Pulls 
Out Of The NWA: What This 
Means To Wrestling (page 56) dis- 
cusses potential ramifications of a busi- 
ness move that may affect the sport for 
decades to come. It is required reading 
for any serious fan. 

Our color pinup section this issue 
presents four sensational action photos: 
Cpl. Kirchner wars with Nikolai Vol- 
koff, The Road Warriors take on 
Ivan and Nikita Koloff in the steel 
cage, Nord The Barbarian savages 
Curt Hennig, and Rick Morton bat- 
tles NWA World champion Ric Flair. 

Of course, don’t forget our usual 
added features: An up-to-date “Official 
Wrestling Ratings” (page 82) and a 
page of “Ratings Analysis” (page 81) 
that together offer a comprehensive 
view of the sport. Plus there’s two 
pages of your comments on our last 
issue in “Dateline: USA” (page 84). 

Its a sensational superstar package 
that can’t be beat. Sit back, enjoy the 
stories and features in this issue, and 
come on back in three months for 
another dose of wrestling’s best from 
coast to coast—Wrestling USA. 

And until then—happy reading! 0 
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Now is the time to complete your 
collection of SPORTS REVIEW 


WRESTLING, the magazine jam-packed 
with action photography and in-depth 
stories. Don’t miss out on an issue. 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 
[NOTE: Cover stories noted in 


March 1978/Andre-Flair, Mascaras, 

Koloff, Rhodes, Inoki. 

September 1979/Flair-McDaniel, Gar- 

vin, Ladd, Rhodes. 

February 1980/Rhedes-Funk, Race, 

Spoiler, Brisco. 

April 1980/Andre, Mulligan-Studd, 

LeDuc, Lawler, Ladd. 

May 1980/Koloff-Anderson, Brody- 

Spoiler, Graham, Andre. 

June 1980/Graham, Patera, Rhodes, 

Lawler, Zbyszko. 

July 1980/Bruno-Graham, Samoans, 

Star Wars 1980. 

October 1980/Hogan, Flair, Wrestling II, 

Super D. 

January 1981/Morales-Fuji, Zbyszko, 

Thornton, Keirn. 

March 1981/SPECIAL EDITION—Re- 

sults of 1980 Fan Awards Poll 

i 1981/Atlas, Flair, Moondogs, 
restling Ul. 

June 1981/Morales-Khan, Lawler, 

Slater, Piper. 

August 1981/Freebirds, Mascaras, 

Wrestling II, Brisco. 

September 1981/Backlund-Mosca, 

Freebirds, Flair, Rich, Junkyard Dog. 

October 1981/Rich-Race, pap olishok 


sen, Moondogs, Freebirds, Putski-Koloff. 


November 1981/Rhodes-DiBiase, 
Steamboat, Mulligan, McDaniel, Spoiler. 
December 1981/Muraco-Morales, 
Patera, Steele, Andre. 

March 1982/Valentine, Brisco-Funk, 
Steele, Flair, Hayes. 

April 1982/Spoiler, Idol-Hayes, Mo- 
rales, Super D, Ladd. 

May 1982/Rich-Flair, Backlund, Super- 
star, Dillon, Wrestling II. 

June 1982/Tommy Rich, Jimmy 
Snuka, Wrestlers rate each other. 

July 1982/Steamboat-Idol, Albano, 
Rhodes, Patera. 

August 1982/Piper-Rich, Flair-Slater, 
Rhodes, Valentine, Bockwinkel. 
September 1982/Von Erich, Bock- 
winkel, Mascaras, Hansen, Rhodes. 
October 1982/Funk-Abdullah, Orton, 
Kabuki, Von Erich, 
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November 1982/Piper, Abdullah, Saito, 
Von Erich, Mascaras. 

December 1982/Backlund-Rose, 
Rhodes-Flair, Albano, Humperdink. 
January 1983/Rich, McDaniel-Valen- 
tine, Patera, Brisco, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Flair-Race, Morales- 
Rose, Patera, Bravo, Spoiler. 

March 1983/Flair-Bass, Snuka, Sulli- 
van, Steamboat, Patera. 

April 1983/Backlund-Graham, Briscos, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Samoans. 

May 1983/Muraco, Dillon, Sullivan, 
Reed, Brisco, Von Erich. 

June 1983/Piper, Bockwinkel-Patter- 
son, Brody, Sullivan, Baba. 


JULY 1983 


July 1983/Valiant-Humperdink, Martel, 
Hernandez, Murdoch, Armstrong. 
October 1983/Martel-Valentine, Mulli- 
gan, Lawler, Von Erichs, Bruno. 
November 1983/Andre-Mulligan, Ka- 
mala-Brody, Slater, Backlund. 
December 1983/Windham-LeDuc, 
Santana, Sullivan, Garvin. 

January 1984/Andre-Abdullah, Bock- 
winkel, Gilbert, Windham, Flair, Mosca. 
February 1984/Rich-Sawyer, Hak Fia 


sen, Martel, Parsons, Von Erich. 


BOLDFACE. ] 


March 1984/Starrcade '83, Closeups 
on Atlanta and Dallas cards. 

April 1984/Von Erich-Gordy, Dillon & 
Nagasaki, Graham, DiBiase, Orndorff. 
May 1984/LeDuc-Sawyer, Assassins, 
The Men Who Make Wrestling Fly! 
June 1984/Windham-Fiair, Gilbert, 
Sawyer, Bockwinkel, Tsuruta. 

July 1984/Flair-Gordy, Duggan, Blan- 
chard, Brisco, AWA tag tourny. 
August 1984/Rich & Gilbert, Adams- 
Hayes, Von Erich, Faces Of Wrestling. 
September 1984/Flair-Steamboat, 
Freebirds-Von Erichs—Special cover- 
age of two big cards. 

October 1984/Sullivan-Rhodes, Free- 
birds video, Atlas, Orange Bowl card. 
November 1984/Von Erich & Billy 
Jack, Andre, Fab Ones, Summer Wars! 
December 1984/Rich-Gilbert, Martel, 
Mascaras, Youngblood, World Class. 


JANUARY 1985 


January 1985/Flair-McDaniel, Missing 
Link, Backlund, Fabulous Ones, Pro 
Wrestling USA, Valentine. 

February 1985/Sullivan-Graham, Her- 
nandez & Nicola Roberts, Bruno Jr., 
Steamboat, Warriors. 

March 1985/Starrcade "84 featuring 
Flair, Rhodes, Steamboat, Koloffs, 1985 
Datebook, Hayes, wrestling school 
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April 1985/Von Erich-Blackwell, 
Haynes-Barr, Hart, Irwins, 1984 in Pic- 
tures, Blair. 

May 1985/Albano, Freebirds-Fiair, 
Steamboat, Hernandez, Las Vegas. 
June 1985/Pro Wrestling U.S.A, Von 
Erich, Richter, Windham, Taylor 

July 1985/Von Erich, WrestleMania, 
bloodiest matches, Backlund, Snuka. 
August 1985/Flair-Nikita, Orndorff, 
Slaughter, Parade of Champions. 
September 1985/Adams-Von Erich, 
Omdorff, Sawyer, Kamala, Barr, Atlan- 
ta, Steamboat. 

October 1985/Martel-Hayes, Richter, 
Savage, Adams, T.A., Warriors. 
November 1985/Freebirds-Warriors, 
Mid-South, Haynes, Rhodes, Savage. 
December 1985/Hogan, Zbyszko-Mar- 
tel, Murdoch, Dillon, fiendish faces. 
January 1986/Savage-Santana, Abdul- 
lah, Humongous, Von Raschke, 
Comiskey Park, Taylor. 

February 1986/Junkyard Dog, Rude, 
Patrick, Garvin, Reed, Datebook. 

March 1986/Starrcade ‘85, Ventura, 
Windham, Sunshine, Slaughter. 

April 1986/Savage-Hogan, Martel-Han- 
sen, 1985 in Pictures, Warriors, DiBiase. 
May 1986/Sammartino, R&R Express, 
Sunshine-Hyatt, Slater, Devastating 
Holds, Hall & Hennig. 

June 1986/Hogan-Muraco, Midnight 
Express, Freebirds, Battle of Belts Il. 


July 1986/Ormdorf-Piper, Bianchard- 


T.A., Matches of '80s, Sheepherders, 
Bockwinkel, Bulldogs 
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hottest superstar is now available as a 
special order through our back issue 
department, Ilustrated with many exclu- 
sive photos, Hulkamania! traces Hogan’s 
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event in wrestling history. Only $3.50 
(plus $1.50 postage and handling). 
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RANDY SAVAGE 


(Continued from page 51) 


nent question: Does Savage have the 
personality to handle the kind of me- 
dia attention that Hogan has thus far 


> 
i 


“enjoyed? 


(2) The media would still concentrate 
on Hogan as the number one personal- 
ity in the WWF. This would make 
Savage more jealous than ever. But it 
might also devalue the worth of the 
WWF title—after all, lavishing atten- 
tion on the WWF champion is one 
thing; lavishing attention on a contend- 
er is something else again. 

The title picture: The WWF current- 
ly balks at offering fan favorites title 
matches against Hogan. With Savage 
as champion, a massive scramble for 
contention spots would ensue. It is 
likely that in the rush for the number 
one contender’s position, several ugly 
feuds might result. It is equally likely 
that men whose careers are relatively 
stagnant in the WWF would find 
themselves in the thick of title 
contention. 

And fans would begin thinking 
about the next changing of the guard: 
Would Hogan be favored to regain the 
title, or would the fans rally behind 


« 


A pained Hulk Hogan is obviously con- 
cerned for his title. Randy Savage seems 
more concerned with the reaction of the 
fans. 


Rick Steamboat? Or Paul Orndorff? 
Or Junkyard Dog? Or Hillbilly Jim? 
Or Tito Santana? 

The Hulkster himself: Hogan would, 
of course, be entitled to a series of 
rematches. But let’s assume for a mo- 
ment that he fails in his rematches and 
Savage maintains a firm grip on the 
title. What happens to Hogan’s stature 
as a media celebrity? What about the 
merchandising industry that has been 
built up around Hogan as WWF 
champion? Would that industry col- 
lapse, or would Hogan continue to 
maintain his popularity despite his sta- 
tus as challenger? 

And what would that status as chal- 
lenger do to Hogan himself? Is his 
personality strong enough to handle a 
loss of the belt? Every fibre of Ho- 
gan’s being is tied up in_ his 
title reign; what happens when the title 
is taken away? Hogan might become 

(Continued on page 76) 
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RANDY SAVAGE 


(Continued from page 74) 


Hogan, himself barely conscious, sees to referee Kroll, who has been knocked out in the 
course of the wild brawl (above). Hogan is sparked back to life by the sight of Savage 
holding his WWF belt (below). It is quite possible that Savage will take that belt for real in 


the near future. 
stronger than ever, drawing on the 


support of his fans to regain the title at 
any cost. Or the loss might shock his 
personality to the degree that he might 
revert to his rulebreaking personality 
that was guided by Fred Blassie some 
years ago. 

The Savage question: There is no 
doubt that the man who wears the 
WWE heavyweight belt sets the tone 
for the entire federation. Think back 
to the reigns of Bruno Sammartino 
and Bob Backlund. The personality of 
the WWE itself was intrinsically tied to 
the personality of those men during 
their respective reigns. And certainly 
the same can be said of Hulk Hogan’s 
reign thus far. 

What kind of tone might Savage set 
for the WWF? The Macho Man is a 
massive egotist, to be sure. Certainly, 
he covets the massive media attention 
that Hogan enjoys, but the question is: 
Does the media attend Hogan because 
he is WWF champion or because he is 
Hogan? Savage might not like the an- 
swer to that question, and the predom- 
inant tone in the WWF would become 
one of jealousy and anger rather than 
championship excellence and celebrity. 

® 

Randy Savage stands in the center 
of the ring, chin cocked arrogantly in 
the air, proudly wearing the WWF 
championship belt, Elizabeth polishes 


the belt as the wrestler and his manag- 
er—and 20,000 fans—await the arrival 
of Savage’s challenger. P 

A machine-gun guitar line rumbles 
through the arena sound system. The 
theme song that hadn’t been heard in 
many long months (since the release of 
The Wrestling Album) once again 
causes 20,000 fans to jump to their 
feet in anticipation. 

A dynamic crescendo, A triple blast 
of sound. Another, By now, the fans’ 
cheers are drowning out Survivor’s 
anthemic “Eye Of The Tiger.” They 
await the arrival of the former champi- 
on and current number one challenger 
to the WWF heavyweight title. 

And in the center of the ring, Randy 
Savage just smiles. O 


FABULOUS ONES 


(Continued from page 53) 


Look at the Rock ’n’ Rolls. Are you 
going to tell me they don’t duke it out 
against teams like the Koloffs and 
Road Warriors? We’ve followed the 
roughhouse influence in wrestling. We 
believe the right blend of science and 
brawling will net us a world title.” 
Against the Guerreros, any sem- 
blance of scientific technique was im- 
prisoned in the Fab Ones’ minds. Their 
ring tactics spoke of the most base 
kinds of* physical slander. Was their 
double-team rake of Hector Guerrero’s 
face across the cage scientific? And 
who but Kamala would claim Steve 
Keirn’s vicious groin kick was legal? In 
abandoning the style that won them 


Keim rips a clump of hair from Hector’s 
scalp in an effort to lift him back into the 
ring. 

success and admiration, the Fabs are 
using their rulebreaking techniques as a 
crutch to get by. 

As Chavo Guerrero said after the 
match, “Those guys forgot what made 
them good. Wrestling the Fab Ones 
now is like wrestling two wild animals. 
Hector and I would never do such 
things, man. We would never dump on 
the fans. They’ve been too good to 
us.” 


(Continued on page 78) 
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FABULOUS ONES 


(Continued from page 77) 


This match was anything a typical cage match. More accurately, it should have been 
called a “wrought-iron death match.” At the top of the cage, where much of the action 
took place, Keim grinds Chavo’s ear into the metal with his shoulder. 


If any team was conditioned to 
adopt a rulebreaking style, it would be 
the Guerreros. Raised in one of Mexi- 
co’s poorest sections, Hector and 
Chavo used their natural wrestling abil- 
ities to gain fame and fortune and 
bring their family out from poverty’s 
hammerlock. They did at one time ex- 
periment with rulebreaking as a fast 
and easy route to success, but they 
were able to bring their careers under 
control before doing permanent dam- 
age to themselves. 

“Once you throw your first punch, 
you forget how to suplex and drop- 
kick,” Hector explained. ‘‘Once you 
rely too much on illegal tactics, you 
will never realize your full potential.’ 

The Fabulous Ones would do well 
to heed Hector’s homespun wisdom. 
As Keirn and Lane punched their way 
through this brutal cage match, the 
Guerreros stuck by their science. 
Bloody, their skin like shredded let- 
tuce, the two teams plotted different 
routes to victory. In the end it was a 
stunning double-piledriver, delivered si- 
multaneously by Hector and Chavo 
that secured the win for the Guerreros. 

There were no handshakes, no 
toasts; whatever friendship that existed 
between these two teams was now lost, 
mingled between the stitches adminis- 


tered in the dressing room. For their 
efforts, the Guerreros had the victory 
to go along with the standing ovation 
the crowd awarded them. 

The Fabulous Ones refused to dwell 
on the setback, although Stan Lane 
admitted he missed the cheers. ‘‘We’re 
comfortable with this style,” he said. 
“Tt'll all come together, I’m sure. 
Sometimes it’s nice to hear the crowd 
behind you. I’d be lying if I said I 
didn’t miss it. But we can’t worry 
about that now. We’ve got to concen- 
trate on winning.” 

But how fabulous can The Fabulous 
Ones be with this new emphasis on 
rulebreaking? Can the team, which, 
because of its relatively small size relied 
on dazzling speed and high-tech strate- 
gies to defeat larger opponents, afford 
to rough it up with teams the size of 
The Road Warriors and the Koloffs? 
Judging from their performance 
against the Guerreros—a team of ap- 
proximately the same size—one would 
suggest Keirn and Lane return to the 
original recipes of their success, a 
course Steve Keirn hasn’t ruled out. 

“We're flexible,” the young blond 
explained. “‘If this doesn’t work, we’ll 
try something else. We’re not out to 
make enemies, we’re just out to win— 
like everyone else.”’ | 


BRUNO SAMMARTINO 


(Continued from page 55) 


Bruno drives an elbow into Roddy Piper’s midsection to escape a sleeperhold while 


= wy : . aw 


Omdorff powers out of Orton’s abdominal stretch. Bruno is more concermed with the future 


of his sport than with his personal safety. 


mate the power and influence of televi- 
sion on wrestling. 

‘And this is why | feel so strongly 
about making a comeback. Roddy 
Piper and Jesse Ventura spoil the hon- 
or and prestige of wrestling with their 
filthy talk and filthier attitudes on tele- 
vision. I don’t know for the life of me 
why they are allowed to spread their 
vile gospel to the children of this coun- 
try. I mean, look, this Piper character 
has been calling me a wop, insulting 
my heritage. If I was his only target, 
then that’s okay, but he’s been insult- 
ing blacks and women and Polynesians 
as well for as long as he has been on 
the air. It’s disgusting, and somebody 
has to teach him a lesson. There is no 
place for bigotry and prejudice on the 
television. Do you know, Bill, that 
there are actually Roddy Piper fans 
out there who agree with that which he 
says about ethnic groups? And that 
some of them are children?” 

I shook my head yes, slowly. 

‘‘And then there’s Ventura. Another 
bad role model for impressionable 
young fans. He praises any instance of 
rulebreaking, and sneers at fair play in 
the ring. The fact that he has so many 
fans these days makes him even more 
dangerous. If a man gouges his oppo- 
nent, Ventura cackles and tells the 


young fans this is a great move, this is 
how we should wrestle. This is 
inexcusable! 

“J have spent a quarter-century 
fighting for decency and honor in that 
ring, and I am not about to let two 
loudmouths ruin my sport’s integrity. 
There is too much at stake in these 
troubled times.” 

The knock on the door came. It was 
Paul Orndorff, Bruno’s tag team part- 
ner, a man with a very different 
grudge to settle with Piper. It was 10 
minutes till match time. As Bruno fin- 
ished lacing up his boots, I mentally 
discarded all the questions I was going 
to ask him about why on earth he had 
made a comeback. He had made 
things all too clear. 

That night in the Meadowlands, I 
wouldn’t be surprised if there were 
some fans who didn’t know what 
Bruno meant to wrestling back in the 
’60s and *70s. The vets like me tend to 
stay at home and watch it on the tube. 
Or else they just don’t care about what 
happens to wrestling these days. 

Well, Bruno cares. And J sure as 
hell care. Guess who walked out of 
that cage first. It was the only man in 
the ring who was fighting not for his 
own security and ego, but for the sport 
he loves. Oo 


will keep you 


aga 
smiling! 

This magical watch has a special _ 
message that reappears to keep a 
smile on your face. “HAVE A NICE 
DAY” will appear for 15 seconds, then 
fade into an exquisite black face 
showing only the hands for the time. 


The fine Swiss movement is 
guaranteed for a full year. Gold or 
silver tone case and expansion band 
add the touch of luxury to this beau- 
tiful timepiece. 

You must be completely satisfied 
with your watch or return it within four- 
teen days for your full money back. 


Yes, | want a MAGICAL WATCH! 
Enclose a check or money order for 
only $29.95 for each watch ordered 
plus $3.00 shipping and handling 
charge per order. 

Name 
Address 
Clty <a ip. 


Qty. 
Goldtone smile watch ____._ $29.95 
Silver tone smile watch $29,95 
Sub total 
Shipping and handling 
Mass. residents add 5% sales tax 
Total enclosed 
Mail to: Caravan One, Inc. 


P.O. Box 1077 Dept. A67 
Brookline, MA 02146 


THIS MONTH IN... 


festling 


Cs by 
It’s an unhappy birthday for America as 
NIKITA KOLOFF takes aim at 
MAGNUM T.A., THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL 
_ EXPRESS, THE ROAD WARRIORS, 
and DUSTY RHODES 


A Pro Wrestling Illustrated exclusive! 
RANDY SAVAGE vs. KING KONG 
BUNDY—It happened before; 
will it happen again? 


PLUS... 

A giant FULL-COLOR centerfold plus 
bio of JOHN STUDD .. . RIC FLAIR 
says: “LEX LUGAR has a lot to leamn— 
and I’m gonna teachitto him!” ... 
BUDDY LANDELL is finally on the 
verge of superstardom... A special 
“Press Conference” with STEVE 
SIMPSON .. . Exclusive PWI ‘Scouting 
Reports” of six top stars 


Allthis and much more... 
in the October 1986 edition of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


ON SALE NOW! 


DUSTY RHODES teams up with 
MAGNUM T.A.—but America’s team 
isn’t out for glory, it’s out for revenge! 


ANDRE THE GIANT'S career is at the 
crossroads, and it may not be long 
before HULK HOGAN feels his rage 


PLUS... 

CHRIS ADAMS’ shortsighted comeback 
may ruin his life . . . Learn why losing the 
AWA tag team title was the best thing 
for SCOTT HALL... BARRY 
WINDHAM is interviewed on “The 
Hotseat”’. .. DARK JOURNEY and 
LADY MAXINE go at it “One on One” 


Allthisand much more... 
in the September 1986 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 


ON SALE NOW! 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about 
rating more than 150 wrestlers in 14 different categories. It is 
a behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


Another new category—sort of; Last issue, this column discussed 
some major changes in the World Class area. This issue, there's 
another major change in the ratings, though not so far-reaching as 
declaring a new world champion. 

Having looked at the ratings on the previous two pages, you may 
have noticed a category that was probably unfamiliar to you: UWF. 
That stands for Universal Wrestling Federation, and it’s simply anoth- 
er name for what you’ye known all along as the Mid-South area. 

. oe “The name change is a logical ex- 
| tension of recent developments in 
the promotion of Mid-South wres- 

) tling,” explained UWF executive Ken 

Mantell, who came to the organiza- 
tion from the World Class recently. 
‘The Mid-South television program 
has been reaching more and more 

) markets than ever before in the Unit- 

ed States, we've gained a few foreign 
markets, and we're negotiating to ex- 
pand into many, many more over the 
next few months.” 

“The name change reflects more 
the global attitude that Mid-South has developed,” said UWF Presi- 
dent Bill Watts. “Look, I’ve lived and breathed Mid-South for years 
and years, but let’s face it: When you hear the words ‘Mid-South,’ 
you think of Louisiana, Oklahoma, and that area of the country. 
Now that'll always be my home, but Mid-South wrestling grew to a 
point where it became more than just the Mid-South area of the 
country. ‘Universal Wrestling Federation’ reflects our forward-think- 
ing attitude and the large strides we've made. 

“1 can understand that the fans may find UWF a little tough to get 
used to at first, but once they do they'll better understand our goals 
and aspirations. What are those? Hey—we're not looking to take 
over the wrestling world or anything. We're just out to give the fans 
the best possible cards and matches possible. And that’s the bottom 
line to us; the fans. They're the ones who'll really benefit from what 
the UWF does over the years to come.” 


Bill Watts 


The reader mailbag: \t’s time once again to sift through the mail 
we've received over the past months and address some of your 
comments: 

®@ From Marvin Hayes, Houston: “| strongly disagree with World 
Class wrestling’s recent decision to declare ‘Revolting’ Rick Rude a 
world champion. For one thing, he has virtually no competition. 
Except for the Von Erichs and Bruiser Brody, the area is full of no- 
talent bums, Fritz Von Erich is retired, Gino Hernandez is dead, and 
Chris Adams will never be 100 percent again. 

“What adds insult to injury is that the title can change hands on a 
disqualification, countout, or referee's decision. You know that a 
referee like David Manning or Rick Hazzard, both of whom show 


obvious partiality toward fan favorites, will disqualify Rude at the 
drop of a hat. And if the match goes to a one-hour timeimit draw, 
you know the referee will rule in favor of the fan favorite. 

“PWLis right in not recognizing this title as a world title. With the 
exception of occasional tours of Massachusetts, Israel, Antarctica, 
and the polar ice cap, World Class promotes only in Texas. Even if 
one of the Von Erichs wins the title, it will be tainted because 
everybody knows it won't be the real world championship.” 

[The question of world titles is always a difficult one, and the 
World Class situation only serves to complicate it further. Marvin’s 
letter doesn’t pose any questions, but it does reflect the opinion of 
the vast majority of the mail we've received regarding the World 
Class area’s “world title.”] 

® From April Sterling, Geneva, 
Illinois: “Who is this Dirty Rhodes 
character? Is this a stupid mistake 
or is there really a Dirty Rhodes 
with the same weight and from 
the same city as Dusty Rhodes? 
Please clear this up!” 

[A lot of letters have come to 
PW/I requesting information about 
Dirty. Rhodes, who in recent 
months has popped up in the 
Mid-Southern ratings. —_—Dirty 
Rhodes is not Dusty Rhodes, it is 
another individual entirely who 
has taken on a similar name as 
Dusty, who certainly weighs about the same, looks vaguely similar, 
and claims to be from Austin, Texas. So is it a stupid mistake? No. Is 
it a stupid idea for a wrestler to adopt a name so strikingly similar to 
that of a wrestling legend? Absolutely. Oh, and by the way, speaking 
of stupid mistakes ...] 

@ From James C. Everest, Oklahoma City: “You made a mistake 
on your ratings. You put that Tully Blanchard was 275 pounds and 
from Moscow, Russia.” 

fYes, we did make a mistake, and it appeared in several of our 
publications, Which is not to say that we thought Tully was from the 
same town as Nikita Koloff! A typesetting error with our computer 
system was the cause of that mistake, and, unfortunately, with the 
number of names in our ratings, these kinds of things will crop up 
from time to time. Sorry ‘bout that!] 


Tully Blanchard 


The address for mail: What is it now? Is Stan Hansen now the 
number one tag team in wrestling? Is Magnum Slaughter rated in 
the Continental area? Is The Road Warriors’ combined weight 56 
pounds? Whether you do or don’t take us to task for typographical 
errors, we want to hear what you have to say about our ratings. 
Send your letters to: “Ratings Analysis” clo Wrestling USA; Box 48, 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571. oO 
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Top 10 is based on won-lost records for the past month, geality, of opposition, and inherent skill of each wrestler or team. These 
ratings are compiled by the magazine’s editorial board, 


TOP10 


1—RIC FLAIR 
NWA World champion 
243, Minneapolis, MIN 
2—HULK HOGAN 
WWF World champion 
302, Venice Beach, CA 
3—STAN HANSEN 
AWA World champion 
322, Borger, TX 


4—RANDY SAVAGE 


245, Chesapeake, VA 
6—DUSTY RHODES 
No. 1 contender: National title 
302, Austin, TX 
7—BRUISER BRODY 


No. 1 contender: Westd Class title 


284, Albuquerque, 
8—TERRY GORDY 
UWF 


champion 
289, Chattanooga, TN 
9—RICK RUDE 
World Class 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 


10—LEX LUGAR 


Southern So 
280, Chicago, 


TAG TEAMS 


1—THE ROAD WARRIORS 
toNWA Word tag team title 


No. 1 contenders 
Combined weight: 867 poun 


2—THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 
NWA World tag team champions 


Combined weight: 472 pounds 


3—THE BRITISH BULLDOGS 


WWF World tag team champions 
Combined weight: 461 aaa 


4—THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL EXPRESS 


No. 2 contenders to NWA tag team title 


Combined weight: 453 pounds 


5—THE FANTASTICS 


tag team champions 
Combined weight: 462 pounds 


6—BRETT HART & JIM NEIDHART 


No. 1 contenders to WWF tag team title 


Combined weight: 515 poun 


1—THE FABULOUS FREEBIRDS 
tag team title 


No. 1 contenders to UWF 
Combined weight: 791 pounds 


AWA World tag team 
Combined weight: 515 pounds 


9—THE MIDNIGHT ROCKERS 


8—PLAYBOY BUDDY ROSE & DOUG SOMERS 
champions 


No. 1 contenders to AWA tag team title 


Combined weight: 461 pounds 


No. 2 contenders to WWF 
Combined weight: 511 idle Ness 


10—GREG VALENTINE & & aot BEEFCAKE 


NWA, AWA, and WWF ratings, in addition to the regional ratings from around the country, are based on the official current 
position of challengers to the top title in each category. (Certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings). Most Popular 
and Most Hated ratings are based on nationwide surveys of wrestling fans and mail that comes to our offices. 


NWA AWA WWF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
World Champion: World Champion: World Champion: 1—MAGNUMT.A. 
RIC FLAIR STAN HANSEN HULK HOGAN 245, Chesapeake, VA 
243, Minneapolis, MN 322, Borger, TX 302, Venice Beach, CA 2—TULLY BLANCHARD 
1—MAGNUM T.A. 1—SGT. SLAUGHTER 1—RANDY SAVAGE 235, San Antonio, TX 
245, Chesapeake, VA 310, Parris Island, SC 245, Sarasota, FL 3—DUSTY RHODES 
2—TULLY BLANCHARD 2—LARRY ZBYSZKO 2—RICK STEAMBOAT 302, Austin, TX 
235, San Antonio, TX 248, Pittsburgh, PA 238, Honolulu, HI 4—NIKITA KOLOFF 
3—RICK MORTON 3—NICK BOCKWINKEL 3—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 275, Moscow, Russia 
228, Memphis, TN 245, Beverly Hills, CA 274, Sunset Beach, HI 5—JIM GARVIN 
4—NIKITA KOLOFF 4—BRUISER BRODY 4—JAKE ROBERTS 235, Tampa, FL 
275, Moscow, Russia 284, Albuquerque, NM 246, Stone Mountain, GA 6—RONNIE GARVIN 
5—DUSTY RHODES 5—SCOTT HALL 5—ADRIAN ADONIS 231, Montreal, Quebec 
302, Austin, TX 290, Minneapolis, MN 503, New York, NY 7—SHASKA WHATLEY 
6—BARRY WINDHAM 6—NORD THE BARBARIAN 6—TITO SANTANA 238, El Paso, TX 
236, Sweetwater, TX 316, Bozeman, MT 245, Mission, TX 8—JIMMY VALIANT 
7—RONNIE GARVIN 7—RICK MARTEL 7—JUNKYARD DOG 451, New York, NY 
231, Montreal, Quebec 236, Quebec City, Quebec 260, New Orleans, LA 9—MANNY FERNANDEZ 
8—LEX LUGAR JUVIMY 8—JOHN STUDD 245, El Paso, TX 
280, Chicago, IL 251, Fiji Islands 364, Washington, DC 10—WAHOO McDANIEL 
9—BRUISER BRODY 9—COL. DeBEERS 9—KING KONG BUNDY 280, Midland, TX 
284, Albuquerque, NM 248, Cape Town, South Africa 446, Atlantic City, NJ 
10—THE BULLET 10—BRAD RHEINGANS 10—TERRY FUNK 
234, parts unknown 248, Appleton, MN 247, Amarillo, TX 
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WORLD CLASS 

1—RICK RUDE 

246, Robbinsdale, MN 
2—BRIAN ADIDAS 

238, Denton, TX 
3—BRUISER BRODY 

284, Albuquerque, NM 
4—STEVE SIMPSON 

230, Johannesburg, South Aftica 
5—KEVIN VON ERICH 

239, Denton, TX 
6—CHRIS ADAMS 

230, Stratford, England 
7—LANCE VON ERICH 

260, Dallas, TX 
8—BLACKJACK MULLIGAN 

310, Sweetwater, TX 
9§—KILLER BROOKS 

261, Waxahachie, Texas 


10—ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 
360, Sudan 


CONTINENTAL 


1—WENDELL COOLEY 

238, Memphis, TN 
2—JERRY STUBBS 

235, Pensacola, FL 
3—EXOTIC ADRIAN STREET 

227, South Wales 
4—BRAD ARMSTRONG 

226, Marietta, GA 
5—THE BULLET 

234, parts unknown 
6—MR. WRESTLING II 

247, Atlanta, GA 
7—TOMMY RICH 

232, Hendersonville, TN 
8—TOM PRITCHARD 

220, Houston, TX 
9—ROBERT FULLER 

238, Dyresburg, TN 

10—TIM HORNER 
235, Momistown, TN 


OFFICIAL 
WRESTLING 
RATINGS 


UWF FLORIDA 
1—TERRY GORDY 1—LEX LUGAR 
289, Chattanooga, TN 280, Chicago, IL 
2—HACKSAW DUGGAN 2—THE WHITE NINJA 
280, Glens Falls, NY 231, Japan 
3—TERRY TAYLOR 3—BARRY WINDHAM 
225, Vero Beach, FL 236, Sweetwater, TX 
4—MICHAEL HAYES 4—KENDO NAGASAKI 
255, Marietta, GA 248, Singapore 
5—BUZZ SAWYER 5—RON BASS 
240, St. Petersburg, FL 265, Pampa, TX 
6—TED DiBIASE 6—BOB ROOP 
247, Omaha, NB 273, Tampa, FL 
7—KORTSIA KORCHENKO 7—KENDALL WINDHAM 
286, Russia 220, Sweetwater, TX 
8—STEVE WILLIAMS 8—THE CUBAN ASSASSIN 
265, Tulsa, OK , 
9—RICK STEINER 9—TYREE PRIDE 
248, Detroit, MI 231, Haiti 
10—ONE MAN GANG 10—JERREY GREY 
468, Chicago, IL 241, Tampa, FL 
NORTHWEST MOST POPULAR 
1—RIP OLIVER 1—HULK HOGAN 
245, Tampa, FL 302, Venice Beach, CA 
2—BOBBY JAGGERS 2—RICK MORTON 
265, Dunlap, KS 228, Memphis, TN 
3—BRADY BOONE 3—DUSTY RHODES 
236, Charlotte, NC 302, Austin, TX 
4—COCOA SAMOA 4—RICK STEAMBOAT 
239, Samoa 238, Honolulu, HI 
5—MIKE MILLER 5—MAGNUM T.A. 
260, Memphis, TN 245, Chesapeake, VA 
6—NICK KINISKI 6—KERRY VON ERICH 
241, Vancouver, BC 260, Denton, TX 
7—MOONDOG MORETTI 7—BARRY WINDHAM 
245, Boise, ID 236, Sweetwater, TX 
8—SHEIK ABUGHDADIEN 8—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
242, parts unknown 280, Glens Falls, NY 
9—THE ASSASSIN 9—LEX LUGAR 
249, parts unknown 280, Chicago, IL 
10—SCOTT DORING 10—BUDDY LANDELL 
255, Minneapolis, MN 236, Los Angeles, CA 
For period ended June 11, 1986 


MID-SOUTHERN 

1—BILL DUNDEE 

214, Melboume, Australia 
2—JERRY LAWLER 

234, Memphis, TN 
3—BUDDY LANDELL 

236, Los Angeles, CA 
4—DUTCH 

242, Bucksnorth, TN 
5—JOS LeDUC 

280, Godbout, Quebec 
6—RIP ROGERS 

238, Atlanta, GA 
7—HILLBILLY ELMER 

406, Philadelphia, MS 
8—BILLY TRAVIS 

225, Lexington, KY 
9—PAUL DIAMOND 

230, Thunder Bay, Ontario 

10—ABDUL KHADAFY 
265, Libya 


MOST HATED 


1—RIC FLAIR 

243, Minneapolis, MN 
2—RANDY SAVAGE 

245, Sarasota, FL 
3—NIKITA KOLOFF 

276, Moscow, Russia 
4—JAKE ROBERTS 

246, Stone Mountain, GA 
5—STAN HANSEN 

322, Borger, TX 
6—RICK RUDE 

246, Robbinsdale, MN 
7—JIM GARVIN 

235, Tampa, FL 
8—ADRIAN ADONIS 

303, New York, NY 
9—TERRY GORDY 

289, Chattanooga, TN 

10—KING KONG BUNDY 
446, Atlantic City, NJ 
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APPLAUSE FOR VINCE McMAHON 

Your interviews with Jim Crockett and Bill Watts 
in the Summer 1986 issue of Wrestling USA (‘Press 
Conference: Jim Crockett” and “Hotseat: Bill 
Watts’) provided unusual insight into the world of 


professional wrestling. I have always wondered. 


what went on behind the scenes and this answered 
many of my questions. 
: <i nhieu ; = a 


oe 


WWF head Vince McMahon is praised by reader Richard Licht. 
According to Licht, McMahon is chiefly responsible for wres- 
tling’s great recent popularity. 


I was especially intrigued by the opinions Mr. 
Crockett and Mr. Watts expressed about WWF 
promoter Vince McMahon.. Although they both 
commended McMahon for his ingenuity and dili- 
gence in his promotion of the WWF and its wres- 
tlers, I detected a hint of jealousy in their words. 

Although Crockett and Watts have both achieved 
great success, Vince McMahon has truly paved the 
way for the future of professional wrestling. Let’s 
face it, wrestling did not become tremendously 
popular until McMahon began to aggressively pro- 
mote the sport and its stars. His achievements have 
allowed us to say, “I’m a wrestling fan and proud of 
it.” 

I also agree with Watts that WWF champion Hulk 
Hogan wouldn't last five minutes with Williams, 
Reed, Duggan, or any of the guys in the Mid-South. 
He’d last three minutes: a quick pin and Hogan 
would walk out of the ring victorious, just like he 
always does. I think comparing the Mid-South to 
the WWF is like comparing the Continental Basket- 
ball Association with the NBA. There’s just no 
comparison. 

However, Crockett and Watts appear to be hard- 
working men who are dedicated both to the sport 
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and the fans. They have diligently kept ticket prices 
as low as possible while providing the highest qual- 
ity wrestling. They, too, are champions of wrestling. 
RICHARD LICHT 

Foxboro, MA 


BLACKJACK MULLIGAN: FATHER 

“Blackjack Mulligan Compares His Sons Kendall 
And Barry Windham” (Wrestling USA, Summer 
1986) was a delightful look at a man’s love for his 
children. Who would have ever thought that a 
mean, tough, nilebreaker like Mulligan could be 
such a soft touch when it comes to his sons. It just 
shows what family can do for a person. 

I had always wondered why Barry and Kendell 
Windham had chosen a path in wrestling so differ- 
ent from their father’s but now I know. Actually, 
they’re a product of their father, except they man- 
aged to pick up all of his finer points. 

Blackjack Mulligan appears to be a man who has 
achieved peace with himself: calm, cool, and con- 
tent on the inside, rough and rugged on the out- 
side—a healthy combination for a professional 
wrestler. Mulligan’s remarks about Kendall and Bar- 


Blackjack Mulligan is supported by his son Kendall Windham 
after a brutal match in late 1985. ‘Reader Jack Lordell commends 
Mulligan for the support he has given to his two sons. 


ee 


ry said more about himself than they did about 

these two fine young wrestlers. It’s nice to see that 

even a man like Blackjack Mulligan is human after 
all. 

JACK LORDELL 

Rochester, NY 


TOSSING STONES AT KEVIN 

Try as you did to defend him, Eddie Ellner, that 
quote from Kevin Von Erich didn’t fail to get up my 
dander (Wrestling USA, Summer 1986, “Kevin Von 
Erich: The Lone Star Hero Must Move On”). Kevin 
Von Erich is a blasphemer and so is anybody who 
dares to say that “If Jesus Christ had stayed in 
Bethlehem, maybe no one ever would have heard 
of him,” 


j " a 
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Kevin Von Erich, one of the most popular wrestlers in the world, 
is besieged by autograph seekers. Contributer Jerry Grantham, 
though, takes exception to a remark of Kevin's. 


Without preaching the Bible, may I inform Von 
Erich that comparing his wrestling career with the 
life of the son of the almighty God is a sin. Jesus 
Christ was our Lord, not an ordinary mortal, and 
would have had the same everlasting impression 
on mankind whether he had stayed in Bethlehem 
or not. Still, this gets away from the point, which is 
that Jesus’ life had a devine purpose. 

“Von Erich’s quote reminded me of something 
John Lennon said about 20 years ago about the 
Beatles being bigger than Jesus Christ. At that 
point, I decided that I would never so much as 
listen to another Beatles’ album. Well, I don’t think 
Kevin Von Erich falls into the same class as John 
Lennon. He appears to be a God-fearing young 


man who just made a mistake and was quoted out 
of context. Being a forgiving Christian, I am willing 
to let it pass. But I would hope he would more 
carefully choose his words in the future. 

One more point. Obviously, Mr. Ellner saw noth- 
ing wrong with Von Erich’s quote, proving what I 
had always suspected: Eddie Ellner is a godless 
heathen with no respect for another person’s be- 
liefs. May he rot in hell. 

JERRY GRANTHAM 
Columbus, OH 


SEND LIZ PACKING! 

Liz Hunter often makes a total fool out of herself, 
but this time she did it in grand fashion. “Is Lou 
Albano Ruining The British Bulldogs?” in the Sum- 
mer 1986 edition of Wrestling USA appeared just in 
time for me to laugh my head off after watching the 
Bulldogs defeat Greg Valentine and Brutus Beef- 
cake for the WWF tag team title. 

Talk about hedging! At the end of the story, 
Hunter concedes that the Bulldogs might have al- 
ready won the title by the time the article appears, 
but then says, “If they do win the title, it will be 
despite Albano.” Well, the greatest wrestling man- 
ager who ever lived has now managed 16 tag team 
champions, and I think that’s more than 
coincidence. 

May I be so bold as to suggest that for all their 
talent and ability, the Bulldogs would have never 
won the title without the help of Albano. Ms. Hunt- 
er suggests three reasons why the Bulldogs hired 
Albano, but none of them get the point. The Bull- 
dogs realized that with Albano as manager, they 
could develop the killer instinct and leam what it 
takes to get to the top. 

Let’s give credit where credit is due. In the next 
issue of Wrestling USA, I hope to see Ms. Hunter 
admitting her mistakes and offering an apology to 
Capt. Lou Albano. Then, maybe she'll pack her 
bags and get out of this profession in which she so 
obviously doesn’t belong. 

LENNY BERENYI 
Honolulu 0 


Reader comments conceming the sport of wrestling and 
this magazine are invited. Send your letters to: 
| Ss. OR SO 
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The knife that 


SOLD 


Our low 
\, NATIONALLY 


price only 


AN 


has everything for the 


man who has 


everything 


Another great 
Deer Creek 


special! 


Sold with a 
MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE 


Compare the number of useful blades. Compare the kind 
of elements contained in this multi-use wonder. You've 
seen knives with fewer than 1/3 the elements selling as 
high as twice the original pre-discount price, It's a special 
import, made by overseas craftsmen and brought to you 
at a price that represents a discount of at least 50%. it’s 
truly the chance of a lifetime to own a treasure you'll 
cherish for a lifetime. Carry it in your pocket. Keep it in 
your workshop, your tackle box, your boat, your glove 
compartment. It'll come in handy any number of times. 
Buy more than one for yourself and for gift-giving for any 
occasion. The more you buy the more you save, But, take 


our tip and order now. Our supply won't last forever. 


®Fish scaler ®Hook 
remover @Scissors 
@Small blade 
*Bottle openere2 
screwdriverseKey 
ring ®Corkscrew 
®Awl @Reamer 
®Nail file®@Large 
blade@Wood saw 
®Can opener 
@inch/mm measure 
e@Wire stripper 


DEER CREEK PRODUCTS, INC., Dept. 287 
P.O. Box 754, Pompano Beach, FL 33061 


Please send __ Swiss Army style knives at $7.45 
for one; $13.50 for 2 and $6.50 for each additional 
one. | am adding $1.00 for postage and handling 
regardless of the number of knives | order. 


Name 
Address 
City 


al <@ JUST PULL 


Magazine Loading AIR PISTOL 


a 


10 INCHES OVERALL 


For Targets! 
For Sport! 
For Fun! For 


THE SLIDE 


Special at 


Self Defense! 


Cannot be fired accidently when catch is 
in Safety position. No fumbling with indi- 
vidual pellets as in single-shot pistols. 
Just load and fire again and again after 
rapid, easy cocking. Precision sights. 
Well balanced. Made to last. Comes in 
handsome gift box. Imported. Hours of 


only 


Ve 
112) 


great target practice fun. Special lucky 
purchase enables us to offer this fine 
product at the low price. Mail the order 
now for fast shipment. 


FREE 
100 Pellets 


with each order 
for the guns. 


y 


Additional 100's ... $1.50 


30-day money-back 
GUARANTEE 


Complete with 100 pellets 
Extra Bonus: 6 targets if you order NOW! 


re 
| AMERICAN SUNRISE INC., Dept. AM218 

| P.O. Box 788, Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 

| Please send the Magazine Loading Air Pistol. | am 
| enclosing $11.75 plus $1.25 postage and handling. 
| | have added $1.50 for an extra 100 pellets in addition 
| tothe 100 FREE ones and the free 6 targets. 
| 
' 
' 
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100 SKINNY ? 


Amazing New Hercuplan 


Guarantees 


> A NEW SHAPE 
—— aed ~€=C«IN' 30 DAYS 
i or pay nothing! 


Now gain the weight you need to develop the 

muscles you want in just 30 days. Turn that 
scrawny body of skin and bones into a powerful 
appealing shape. How? Simply take one-a-day 
Hercuplan tablets along with our scientifically 
prescribed meals. Don't let poor eating habits 
rob you of a powerful, attractive body. 

Just listen to what Hercuplan people have to 
say... /'ve never looked so great in my life”. 
L.D., Chicago IL. “Thanks to your Hercuplan 
program | am now proud to be seenina bathing 
suit" L.M., Dallas TX. 

Guaranteed Results...Hercuplan program 
must work for you too or simply return the 
Hercuplan label for your full refund. Order your 
Hercuplan Program today to develop your new 
shape “tomorrow.” 

— — — Money Back Guarantee - — — — 

Send to: Rush Ind., Inc. Dept. HU79FF 

871 Willis Avenue, Albertson N.Y, 11507 | 
Please send my order today! | 

0 30 day Regular Strength Program only $6.98 
160 day only $11.98 90 day only $17.98 | 
AVAILABLE IN SUPER STRENGTH | 

© Add $2.00 to the above prices for the Super 

Strength program | 
0! am adding $1.50 for express service | 
Name | 


Street 


Safe Acne Treatment 
Improved Bio-Masque with Salicylic Acid 


MUST CLEAR UP 


Acne Pimples 
& Blackheads 


OR YOU PAY 
NOTHING! \ 


The makers of Bio Masque, popular peel- 
away mask created for the treatment of 
acne, report their new, improved formula 
now contains Salicylic Acid. The FDA, 
tests have proven Salicylic Acid to be 91% 
effective against acne. Bio Masque with 
Salicylic Acid penetrates the skin pores to 
work 3 ways: (1) it helps dry and clear up 
blackheads and acne pimples: (2) it allows 
the skin to heal; (3) it helps keep the skin 
clear and help prevent the development of 
newacne. You are asked to apply mask, let 
it harden, peel it off just 20 minutes later, 
skin will be noticeably clearer and more 
attractive. Bio Masque is safe and is avail- 
able without a prescription. A 4 oz. bottle 
$6.98: Special Discount: 2 bottles, $11.98. 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
4 oz. Bottle only $6.98 Special! 2 only $11.98 
Add $1.00 for express delivery service. 
Send to: RUSH Ind. - Dept. PA79FF 
871 Willis Avenue, Albertson N.Y. 11507 


Siart your own money making business! (9% 
ae 


Make up to *26" an hour— 
even while learning ! 2.2457 


Get into this booming high-profit business that’s 
Easy to learn —Easy to do—Easy on You! 


Never before have money-making opportunities been so No extra included With Your 
great for qualified Locksmiths, Now lucrative regular Cost? Locksmith Training 
lock and key business has multiplied a thousandfold as ; BURGLAR 
millions seek more protection against zooming crime. ALARM 
Yet there's only one Locksmith for every 17,000 people! and SECURITY 
Start Collecting CASH PROFITS Right Away poidicahiceels 


training. Covers 

You're in “business” ready to earn $10 to $26.00 an hour a all phases of 

few days after you begin Foley-Belsaw's shortcut training. Burglar, Hold-Up 

he “at ° and Fire Alarm 

Take advantage of today’s unprecedented opportunities in servicing and in- 

locksmithing for year - round EXTRA INCOME in spare time stallation. This 
— or fulltime in a high-profit business of your own. Hundreds 
we've trained have done it. So can YOU! All tools plus profes- 


valuable and 
timely instruction 
includes all special tools and 


sional Key Machine given you with course. These plus prac- supplies. ONLY Foley-Belsaw offers 
tice materials and equipment plus simple, illustrated lessons, eet eta Helder asain 
plus expert supervision, plus business building guidance will your Lochemith romaine e 
enable you the KEEP THE MONEY COMING IN! Ideal for re- *) 
tirement — good jobs, too. ADVANCED Locksmithing! 


How to change combinations, in- 
stall and service Safe, Vault and 


SEND FOR EXCITING FACTS—No Obligation Bank Safe-Deposit Box locks. 
Discover what's in Locksmithing for you — how Foley-Belsaw’s Master You'll find it fascinating and high- 
Locksmith-approved training can give you the skill you can depend on ly profitable work. 


to EARN MORE — ENJOY LIFE MORE 


Hundreds of Foley-Belsaw trained men ALL SPECIAL or : 7 
have succeeded in this fascinating ane. eon . ti a 


and highly profitable field... 


“Before enrolling | checked Send for 
other courses and also asked ‘ details! 


Sor advicg fr eral 
dba 6 aisarse They THIS PRO KEY 
MACHINE IS 


This Pro Key 
Machine can alone 
add up to $200 a 
month to your income... 


all said yours was tops 
and has the most 


4 


hdl iy "and it won't cost you a pen- 
‘i oe YOURS TO KEEP! ¢ ny extra with your training. 
“I always Find out all ‘about it! Send for FREE Facts TODAY! 


wanted to be in 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
RUSH 


business for myself send postcard) to receive full information 1 FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 
ae ree lam... and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! COUPOWM! 10958 Field Bldg., Kansas City, Mo. 64111 
thanrs to = 
Bae heat There is NO OBLIGATION and NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 
mstitute. 
FOLEY TITUTE 
David Fairbrother—Dave's Locksmith Service | RUSH COUPON TODAY 10958 Lactate 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209 FOR THIS FACT-FILLED KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 BELSAW 
“L opened my own business, spare ft [ J YES, please send me the FREE booklet that i 
time, seven months after | enrolled and aves Wan Seat en sare ty own ip rlaae in 
made a profit of $329 for the first week.” ocksmithing. | understand there is no obligation 
B. A. Deberry Littleton, Colorado i BOOKLET! and that no salesman will call. tl 
“No more hard, nasty work for me. Tells how you quickly Name = SS = — 
Now I have my own business and with I Pa IP Devout Dit hoes Address ‘| 
hardly any effort I average around $50 Se ter 
a day. Thanks for my new start in life.” f City 
Sam Walker Prichard, Alabama eae, rend 30-Day Send for your 
NO RISK Trial Offer!  °0PY today! State Zip 
..» YOU Can Do It Too! bas ae oe os i ee ee ne 


AWACKANPION «—-NNWACRAMPION 


MARTEL 


| Make Checks Payable And Send To: 


| 
i 
| 
Yes! I want four Super Color Specials. 
I enclose $10 for each 4pack I’m ordering. | 


— 
Kise 


Pitig f 


Zz 
d 


